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Exposure  
Newsletter for the  

   
 

 
Regular club meetings: 
 

How to Connect: 

7:00pm ~ 1st Thursday of each month  
 

Mail:  Mackay Camera Group Inc,  
 PO Box 699, Mackay Qld 4740 

‘Sarina Room’  Jubilee Community Centre, 
Alfred Street, Mackay 
 

 
Web: www.mackaycameragroup.com 

Workshops  - 3rd Thursday of each month Email:  mkycameragroup@gmail.com 

Outings and excursions:  arranged on a regular 
basis 
 

Facebook: Mackay Camera Group Inc 

  
 
  

August, 2021 

Your Executive Team: 
 

P r e s i d e n t   S u e  M a y e r - M i l l e r   0 4 4 7  9 2 2  3 3 1  

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t   D e b  F o r d   0 4 1 7  7 9 5  4 4 5  

T r e a s u r e r  H e a t h e r  A t k i n s o n  0 4 3 7  5 4 9  3 7 0  

S e c r e t a r y  J e n n i s e  C a r r    0 4 1 7  1 9 9  4 7 6  

 

 

http://www.mackaycameragroup.com/
mailto:mkycameragroup@gmail.com
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Hi everyone, 
 

It was inspiring to see so many people at the sunrise photo shoot at Blacks Beach. It was a 
cold winter's morning but we had a great time. The breakfast with hot coffee afterwards was a nice 
way to warm up and to enjoy each other’s company. 
 
Mark Fitz's presentation on travel/nature photography was indeed interesting and inspiring. He 
generously shared his techniques with us and gave us lots to think about. His preference for 
photographing in the middle of the day with bright sunlight and bright blue skies, using a polarising 
filter gave us a different perspective. 
 
We have a number of events coming up. I'm really looking forward to the outings to the Crater and to 
Bowen. Please see the details in the newsletter below. 
 
The second NQ/CQ challenge on Negative Space will be challenging, so put your thinking caps on and 
let's see what we can come up with. Remember to send in your images to the club's email address 
before 30th September. 
 
I'd also like to remind everyone of the annual Gordon White library exhibition in October. It is a 
pleasure to see our images on display each year and we always receive positive feedback from the 
community. Indeed it was seeing one of those exhibitions a few years ago that inspired me to join the 
club. 
 
We are rather fortunate to be living in Mackay right now. With the coronavirus spreading through 
parts of the country, we have been lucky so far. Let's hope it stays that way. 
 
So stay safe and stay healthy, 
Cheers, 
Sue 
 
 

From the President’s Pen    

This month we celebrate with  

Susan Teder on 30th 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
We hope you are able to have a truly great day! 
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Deb Ford  
Deb has just had an extensive article about her, along with some of her stunning 

images published, spread over several pages in NZPhotographer Magazine.  Go 

Deb!  We are so thrilled for this exposure for you!  See the full article by following 

the link.   https://nzphotographer.nz/nzp-read-online-free/ 

 

 

COMPETITIONS 
 

PSQ CQ/NQ INTERCLUB COMPETITION – Oct  
 

Title:   Round 2 

Category:   Colour – Negative Space 
 Definition:   Negative space photography uses the space that is usually not the 

primary focus and uses it to fill in most of the composition. The 
negative space commands more attention than the positive space 
and creates a unique perspective. It also adds definition and can 
create strong emotions. 

 

Should a person belong to more than one club, 

they will only be allowed to have images submitted by ONE CLUB 

  
 Submission date for entries – Sunday 30 September 2021 (to local club)  

 No restrictions on the style of images (except no writing or lewd images) and no restrictions on the 
style of processing.  

 Image size – Maximum size 1920 pixels x 1200 pixels for landscape (including border); 1200 pixels 
per side for square images (including border). Larger images will be disqualified; 

 Maximum file size to be no larger than 2mb. Images to be in sRGB.  

 No watermarks or names on the images.  

 Image Title – Member’s names are to be part of the image file.  
 

 

https://nzphotographer.nz/nzp-read-online-free/
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David Magro Astro Workshop 

Review by Deb Ford 
 

We met up out at the Pioneer Valley and had a presentation and 
information session on shooting Astro at the start of the night. David 
was fantastic, a born teacher who catered to all the different levels of 
experience in the group. He took the time to ensure that everyone had 
their cameras set to the right settings and was always happy to answer 
questions. The night had beautiful clear skies with a little bit of cold 
thrown in (actually it was a lot of cold, it was a pretty chilly night!). We 
set up near a small dam where we spent time practicing Astro shooting 
and following David’s guidelines and recommendations. There was a few 
technical issues when we realised the cold weather was fogging up 
people’s lenses but this was quickly fixed! We then walked to a different 
area which had a wonderful twisted tree to use as foreground interest 
for our shoot. This session ended a little bit early as the cloud and fog 
rolled in preventing us from doing any further Astro photography. But 
overall it was a fantastic night in which I felt I learned a lot. Additionally, we were provided with access to 
many training videos to help us further improve our Astro photography and teach us how to edit the photos to 
a high standard! I thoroughly enjoyed the workshop and I believe the others in the group did also. It was a 
workshop that I would certainly do again if I get the opportunity!” 

 
 
 
Mark Fitz Workshop 15th July 
Travel and Wildlife Photographer - Mackay 
 

Mark shared the journey of how he became involved in becoming a professional photographer through 
the social media scene.  He shared his passion, and finding a niche in the tourism market that has picked 
up his images and now several tourism magazines and websites use his 
images.  He encouraged us to find our passion, keep working towards 
our goals, and never give up!  Keep practicing to get those compositions 
correct, to have the most impact for what you intend with your images.  
Following our supper break, Mark showed us how he does some very 
basic Lightroom editing and answered some questions.  Thanks Mark for 
sharing your passion and skills with us.  I’m sure we all took a lot away 
from your expertise!  You can follow Mark on the socials, or check out 
his website for more tips and tricks on https://www.markfitz.com.au/ 

 
 

Recap – Events in July 

 

 
Photo Credit – Deb Ford 
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Sunrise Shoot – Black’s Beach 18th July  
Review by Belinda Eckford 
 

After waking at the extremely uncivilised time of 5am 
and making my way to Black’s Beach, I was rewarded 
by a calm and peaceful sunrise. Although there was 
little cloud and wave action, the sunrise itself was, as 
always, quite beautiful and it was a pleasure to share 
it with the members of the club who also made an 
effort to travel for the event. There was one brave 
soul who waded out for their shots (David) and the 
remainder of us decamped to the sand and fiddled 
more or less (me) successfully with their cameras and 
filters. A drone also made an appearance and did not 
take to the sky – got to love technology! There were 

also some other rather sneaky members of the group who 
took photos of the photographers. Some delightful shots have 

been uploaded to the page and one thing to remember for the next event is to always take a spare lens. On 
the way back there were a number of birds putting on a show whose antics were captured by members who 
did remember to take other lenses. Finally, we had breakfast together to finish off the morning before going 
our separate ways. All in all, I think all the participants would agree with me that it was a pleasant morning 
and well worth the effort. Maybe next time there will be more cloud and waves!  

 

 
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Check these dates and note the deadlines for events.   
 

 
Date 

 
Event 

 
Hosted By 

 
Contact 

19/08/21 Usual Workshop at Club Cancelled    

21/08/21 Excursion to The Crater – 2:30pm  Carol Connolly Heather  

21 & 22/8/21 Life Portraits Workshops – Sarina Room, Jubilee 

Centre.  Book directly with Life Portraits 

https://www.lifeportraits.photography/lp-

events/mackay-photography-workshops 

Life Portraits  

18/09/21 Overnight to Bowen –   Heather 

30/09/21 Entries for CQ/NQ Competition ‘Negative Space‘ due   

09/12/21 
 

Christmas Dinner    

Photo  credit – Janene Franklin 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Our usual Workshop on Thursday 19th August at 7:00pm 

   IS  CANCELLED  
due to unforseen circumstances  

 

 

The Crater - 21st August 
Meet at Woolworths Ooralea carpark for a 

2:00pm departure 
Please RSVP to Heather if you are planning to come 

Wear long trousers and sturdy shoes.  

Bring water, hat, camera gear, snack for afternoon tea 

As there are big drops and cliff edges, safety is a priority! 

We don’t want any superman moves so leave your magic cape 

at home!   
 

Overnight Trip to Bowen – Sat 18th Sept 
 

Saturday 18/9/21 leaving 8:00am 
Join us for an overnight trip to Bowen leaving at 8am   
We plan to stop at Whitsunday Coffee for coffee and 
cake and maybe the bird park will be open. Then on 
to Bowen. Catch the Sunset over Gray's Beach, have 
Fish and Chips on the Jetty. 
Sunday 19/9/21 Be up early for Sunrise and 
breakfast. There will be time to check out the old 
buildings and beaches of Bowen, heading home after 
lunch. 
Suggested accommodation:  Harbour Lights Tourist 
Park. They have cabins, villas and camping available.  
However as this is the first weekend of the school 
holidays, we suggest you make your bookings quickly! 
https://www.booking.com/hotel/au/harbour-lights-tourist-park-bowen or call them.   

https://www.booking.com/hotel/au/harbour-lights-tourist-park-bowen
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Photo of the Month - A Grade 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Photo of the Month - A Grade 

Congratulations – Pamela Finger 
‘Timeless’ 

 
Photo of the Month – 

A Grade 
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Photo of the Month - B Grade  

 

 
  

Congratulations Carmen Blackburn 
‘Morning Glory’ 

 
Photo of the Month – B Grade 

 

Many thanks to our judge this month – Maureen Carthy of 
Townsville who requested that all images be submitted in 

Monotone or Black/White. 
Thanks for your constructive comments and suggestions for 

improvement. We appreciate the time that it has taken you to 
critique our images. 
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  Photo Judging – Gold A Grade 

Congratulations – Stephen Allworth 
‘Cameleer’ 

Awarded Gold – A Grade 
 
 

A GRADE PHOTO 
JUDGING RESULTS 

July 2021 
 

Gold 
Lynnie Hutchins x 3 
Heather Atkinson x 2 
Deb Ford x 2 
Sue Mayer-Miller x 2 
Stephen Allworth 
Jeff Jones  
Pamela Finger   POM 
John Pickup 
 
Silver 

 Jeff Jones x 3 
David Blackburn x 3 
Stephen Allworth x 3 
John Pickup x 2 
John Blesses x 2 
Lynnie Hutchins 
Heather Atkinson 
Deb Ford 
Susan Teder  
 
 
Bronze 
Pamela Finger x 3 
Susan Teder x 3 
Sue Mayer-Miller x 2  
John Blesses x 2 
Heather Atkinson 
Deb Ford 
John Pickup  
David Blackburn  
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Congratulations – Lynnie 
Hutchins 

‘Cute Critter’ 
 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Sue Mayer-Miller 
‘In the Fog’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – Heather Atkinson 
‘Pathways’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Deb Ford 
‘Posing for a Portrait’ 

 
Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – Jeff Jones 
‘Rock and Flow’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Heather 
Atkinson 
‘Shadows’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations - John Pickup 
‘Sleeping Rough’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Lynnie Hutchins 
‘Snowdonia Serenade’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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  Congratulations – Sue Mayer-Miller 

‘Stuck in the Canefield’ 
 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Lynnie Hutchins 
‘There’s No Escape from Dementia’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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  Congratulations – Pamela Finger  

‘Timeless’ 
 

Awarded Gold and POM– A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Deb Ford 
‘Life Blossoms’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Photo Judging – Gold B Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B GRADE  
PHOTO JUDGING 

RESULTS 
August 2021 

 

Gold 
Carmen Blackburn x3 POM 
Belinda Eckford  
Jennise Carr  

 
Silver 
Jennise Carr x2 
Belinda Eckford x2 
Carol Connolly  
 
Bronze 
Carol Connolly x3 
Belinda Eckford 
Jennise Carr 
Carmen Blackburn  
Greg Rabnott 

Congratulations 
Belinda Eckford 
‘Home is Where 

the Heart Is’ 
 

Awarded Gold – 
 B Grade 

Congratulations Carmen Blackburn 
‘Finding my Way’ 

 

Awarded Gold – B Grade 
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Congratulations - 
Carmen Blackburn 

‘Morning Glory’  
 

Awarded Gold – B Grade 
- POM 

 
 

Congratulations - Jennise Carr  
‘Piercing Gaze’  

 

Awarded Gold – B Grade  
 

Congratulations - Carmen 
Blackburn  

‘What’s Out There’  
 

Awarded Gold – B Grade  
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Depth of Field for Beginners: The Essential Guide 
A Post By: Bruce Wunderlich - Digital Photography School 

What is depth of field in photography? 

Depth of field is the zone within a photo that appears sharp and in focus. In every picture, there is a point of 
focus (where you actually focus your lens). But there is also an area both in front of, and behind, your point of 
focus that also appears sharp – and that area corresponds to the depth of field. 

The sharp zone will vary from photo to photo depending on different factors, such as aperture and distance to 
the subject (discussed in more detail below). 

So by adjusting your camera settings and your composition, you can determine the amount of your image that 
turns out sharp and the amount of your image that ends up blurry. 

Deep vs narrow depth of field: a few DoF examples 

Images that are sharp from front to back are said to have a deep depth of field. A deep depth of field is popular 
in landscape photography, where you often want to show every little detail from the scene. 

Here’s an example of a deep depth of field photo; notice 
how the sidewalk is sharp, the trees are sharp, 
and even the distant background appears sharp: 
 
On the other hand, some images have very small zones 
of focus, known as shallow depth of field.  
 
Shallow depth of field photos are immediately noticeable 
because the subject will remain tack-sharp, while the 
background renders as a smooth, creamy blur: his effect 
is especially popular in portraiture; photographers use it 
to draw attention to their subject while preventing 
background distractions. But you’ll also see shallow depth of field macro photography, as in this photo here. 

 

And you can also find shallow DoF street photography, 
photojournalistic photography, and even landscape 
photography. 

Why is depth of field important? 

The amount of a photo that’s sharp is a key artistic 
component of photography. 

Whether your image has a shallow depth of field or a deep 
depth of field can make a huge difference (and can often 
make or break the composition). 

https://digital-photography-school.com/author/brucewunderlich/
https://digital-photography-school.com/aperture/
https://digital-photography-school.com/beginners-guide-to-camera-settings/
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For instance, if you’re photographing a portrait subject with a 
distracting background, failure to create a shallow depth of 
field will often result in a very snapshot-esque, mediocre 
photo. 

And if you’re photographing a landscape with a beautiful 
foreground, a stunning midground, and a jaw-dropping 
background, failure to use a deep depth of field will prevent 
the viewer from appreciating the entire scene. 

 

 

Bottom line: 

Depth of field matters. Learn to control it, and your photos will immediately improve. 

 


