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Regular club meetings: 
 

How to Connect: 

7:00pm ~ 1st Thursday of each month  
 

Mail:  Mackay Camera Group Inc,  
 PO Box 699, Mackay Qld 4740 

‘Sarina Room’  Jubilee Community Centre, 
Alfred Street, Mackay 
 

 
Web: www.mackaycameragroup.com 

Workshops  - 3rd Thursdays of each month Email:  mkycameragroup@gmail.com 

Outings and excursions:  arranged on a regular 
basis 
 

Facebook: Mackay Camera Group Inc 
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Hi everyone, 
 
What a great start to the year. Although I was unable to attend, I have heard that our first 
workshop was a huge success and that people really learnt a lot, whilst having fun as well. 
Huge thank you to Stacey and Belinda for running it. This was topped off with an early morning photo shoot at 
Blacks Beach. 
 
It is wonderful to see a number of new club members coming along to meetings and participating in the 
monthly competitions. We always enjoy having new members who bring with them an enthusiasm and 
freshness to the club. 
 
Please be reminded about the PSQ convention in Rockhampton on the May long weekend. Registrations are 
still open although it is filling up fast. It is great to hear that a number of our members will be attending, so 
Mackay will certainly be well represented. 
 
This is the time of year when we start thinking about upcoming competitions. The Salon of Excellence (SEQ) 
closes on 19th March as does the early bird for the Australian Photography mono awards. If entering external 
competitions, please remember to read the rules carefully as they can vary. 
 
I attended John Pickup’s funeral and memorial service and it was a pleasure to meet his 3 daughters. Whilst 
his passing is very sad, we can also celebrate a life well lived. He achieved so much in his 91 years. 
 
Take care everyone and I’m very much looking forward to the next workshop on 16th March. 
 
Sue Mayer-Miller 
President 
 
 

 
 

Members are reminded that memberships are due for renewal by 31st March.  Thanks to those who have 
already completed their form and paid their membership.  Digital forms are available on the club’s 
website www.mackaycameragroup.com 
 
Annual Subscriptions: (January 1st to December 31st)  
Adult:  $55.00  Couple /Family:  $90.00  Junior/Student: $20.00    Senior/Pensioner: $45 

 
Subscriptions can be paid by EFT to the clubs account - details listed below, or given to the Treasurer 
Heather Atkinson at the next meeting.  

 
Bank Details:  Account Name:  Mackay Camera Group Inc.  

Queensland Country Credit Union  BSB 704 640   A/C 41607826  
 
Please mark your transfer with your surname so our Treasurer can identify the payment. 
The accompanying form will be sent as an attachment to the Newsletter email. 

From the President’s Pen -  

Annual Memberships  

Report from the AGM 

http://www.mackaycameragroup.com/


 
We have had several new Member Applications received, and we 
welcome the following folk to our Camera Group:  Anne Le Riche-Perre, 
Jacqui Patterson, Carolyn Smithson, Patrick Kelly and Eddie Wilkie.  We 
wish you all a very warm welcome. 
 
We trust you will find us a helpful, friendly group where you can develop 
your knowledge and passion for photography.  

 
 
 

 
The following folk celebrate a birthday this month.  
We with you both a really happy birthday.  Trust you have a wonderful 
day.  
 
Patrick Kelly 9th March 
 
Carolyn Smithson 21st March 
 
 

 

Recap of February Outing 19th 
Blacks Beach Sunrise 
 

A small number of members braved the elements early on 19th 
February at Blacks Beach for the sunrise.  There were no stingers or 
crocodiles which was a bonus, and the group were able to capture 
some nice images, follows up with the obligatory coffee.  

 

 
 
Workshop 16th March 7:00pm – ‘Hands on’ learning Lightroom.  Bring 

your laptop if possible, and we can learn together. Ensure your battery is fully charged, cause there’s lots 
to learn! Bring a cord as well as backup if you like. 

 
Black Dog Bike Ride Sun 19th March 9am-12noon – this outside event is a great 

opportunity for you to practice shooting fast moving bikes, without the pressure of your photos having to 
be given to them to use.  If you are interested, see full details on our fb closed facebook page, or talk to 
Caine Batley. 
 

 

Photo credit Heather Atkinson 



Reset, Refresh Refocus 
in Rockhampton 

PSQ CONVENTION 
MAY LONG WEEKEND 

30/4/23 to 1/5/23 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:  
Georgina Steytler – Birding Specialist - a nature photographer with a passion for birds, ethics and 
conservation. In 2018 Georgina became the first Australian woman to win a category (Invertebrates: 
Behaviour) in the Wildlife Photographer of the Year, the world's foremost nature photography competition. 
Georgina also does volunteer work with BirdLife WA.  
 

John Doody – Landscapes and art – John is a Brisbane-based photographer and has a passion for the 
Landscape and then the Digital Art arising from that landscape. John is currently holding his second 
exhibition "Layers in the Land - An Exploration of the Landscape image from Interpreted Reality to 
Abstraction".  
 

Sue Gordon – Photography Art – Sue does casual portrait and event photography and is a member of the 
Mt Gravatt Photography Club. Sue also enjoys landscapes and also exhibits and sells her fine art 
photography. Sue is a registered judge with PSQ and carries out speaking and workshop functions.  
 

Ken Spence – Landscapes/travel/clubs/community involvement – Ken is an enthusiastic photographer and 
has a diverse portfolio from travel to event photography. Ken is a prolific writer with many published 
articles and has a passion for promoting the benefits of photography clubs and giving back to the 
community. Ken is a member and current Vice President of the Camberwell Photography Club in 
Melbourne.  
 

Gerard Saide – Photography as Therapy – Toowoomba-based Gerard is a registered PSQ Judge and has 
presented at previous events on how to listen with your eyes. What a remarkable way to tell a story 
through the photographic medium!  
 

Cheryl Eagers – Floral Art photography – Cheryl is a Mackay-based photographer who loves landscapes, pet and 
family portrait photography and excels in floral artistry style photography. Cheryl is also a registered PSQ Judge. 
 

WORKSHOPS: - As well as the workshops to be run by those keynote speakers, we have booked Peter and Elayne 
Mitchelson who run Street Seen, Street Photography in Brisbane.   
Ben Stoffl will share his knowledge of using Layers, Selections and Masks with Photoshop as well as some other less 
conventional approaches. Bring your laptop.  
The local Capricorn Carriages will bring one or more of their Clydesdales into town for us.  
And the Heritage Village is going to ask for a few volunteers to dress in their 1890 costumes. - And more!!! 
 

WHAT ELSE? The Gala Dinner is planned to take place at the historic Glenmore Homestead in Parkhurst. 
https://glenmorehomestead.com.au We are thinking now about side trips now that might be attached to the 
weekend, either on Friday or Tuesday, and of course, Great Keppel Island by ferry, and Mount Morgan historic 
township came to mind. The Conference Booking hyperlink, a Draft Program and the cost of attendance will be 
available in February-March 2023, and if you want an early accommodation reservation, try here 
https://www.explorerockhampton.com.au/Plan-Your-Visit/Guides-and-e-Brochures  
 
Looks like this convention is now fully booked, so it’s bound to be a great event!  Hope you got your ticket! 

https://www.explorerockhampton.com.au/Plan-Your-Visit/Guides-and-e-Brochures


SALON OF EXCELLENCE COMPETITION 
Full details of this competition were emailed with the Minutes 

 
On behalf of the Photographic Society of Queensland, 

the Caboolture Photography Club invites  
members of all PSQ affiliated organisations to enter the Salon of Excellence Queensland 2023 

 

 Opening Date: Sunday 1st January 2023 
Closing Date: Sunday 19th March 2023 

 

All entries must be completed via the SEQ2023 link on the Caboolture Photography Club website at 
www.caboolturephotographyclub.org.au 

 
• Payment via Electronic Direct Bank Deposit 
• Entries may be added, deleted or replaced before closing date 
• Entry fees are non-refundable 
• Separate competitions for A grade and Non A grade members 
• Images entered in previous SEQ competitions are not eligible 
• Club competitions: for club with highest points (Angus Buchanan Trophy) 
And highest average points (minimum 5 entrants) (Stewart Parker Trophy) 

 

Subjects for Competition: 
 

A Grade 
 

      

Prints Open  
Colour 

Open  
Mono 

People 
Colour or Mono 

Nature 
Colour 

Social 
Documentary 
Colour or Mono 

Creative 
Colour or Mono 

Digital 
Projected 
Images 

Open  
Colour 

Open  
Mono 

People 
Colour or Mono 

Nature 
Colour 

Social 
Documentary 
Colour or Mono 

Creative 
Colour or Mono 

 

Non A 
Grade 

      

Prints Open  
Colour 

Open  
Mono 

People 
Colour or Mono 

Nature 
Colour 

Social 
Documentary 
Colour or Mono 

Creative 
Colour or Mono 

Digital 
Projected 
Images 

Open  
Colour 

Open  
Mono 

People 
Colour or Mono 

Nature 
Colour 

Social 
Documentary 
Colour or Mono 

Creative 
Colour or Mono 

 
Salon Entry requirements: 
1. Entries will be accepted only from members of PSQ affiliated clubs. 
2. A maximum of 4 images can be entered into each Print or DPI Section. 
3. An image can only be entered into one section. 
4. An image that has been entered into a previous SEQ competition is NOT eligible for re-entry. 
5. All work and elements must be the work of the entrant and be of photographic origin. The 

use of brushes and textures is limited to those that make adjustments to the entrants own 

images, without adding elements, including text tool. 
 

http://www.caboolturephotographyclub.org.au/


 
 

Spotlight – 
learning from others 
 

 
 
Interview with Photographer Keerti Siag (taken from Newsletter from Rubber Monkey) 
 

I am a Branding & Lifestyle Photographer based in Auckland North Shore. I also work for the local magazine as a 
photographer and content creator. Most of my day revolves around shooting or planning a shoot. 

 

How did you get into/what inspired you to get into photography? 
In 2020 mid pandemic my partner and I decided to sell our 5-year-old family business in Auckland and spend family time 
together that we had been missing out on. So we packed up everything in our car along with our 3-year-old son 
Alexander and went road tripping New Zealand for about 8 months.  

Traveling the length and breadth of our amazing backyard made me realise how much I have been missing out by not 
taking up my passionate hobby as a career. So it all began from there. I do not have any formal education in 
Photography or editing. I have been learning every day from some amazing local and national photographers by 
engaging with them through social media. It’s a great community if you find the like-minded people.  

What / who are your main influences and inspirations? 
I was introduced to photography at a very young age by my father, who took thousands of photos of family and of places 
around our home. There was something about those photos when they developed from the film that I was intrigued 
with. 
 

Growing up in a mixture of city and agricultural farmland I was always aware of the stark contrast between them. I was 
drawn to the nature more, it gave me a sense of freedom. And eventually I started falling in love with everything in it. 
Trees, flowers, grass, birds, bugs, sky and clouds. I still get very easily distracted if I’m out in nature and it is usually the 
birds. I can spend hours and hours in company of nature and the camera sometimes simply chasing birds in our local 
bush. Nature is what inspires me the most.  
 

Photography for me is almost like a therapy for the soul, I never get stressed doing what I absolutely love. It makes my 
life more meaningful. I truly believe in this Māori Proverb : 
 

"Look after the birds and the forest flourishes. 
If the forest flourishes, the birds flourish." 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Practice improves your composition and helps in training the eye. Make 

friends with people who have similar interests and get feedback. 



 
How would you describe some of the work you do? 
It’s all about putting a frame around something that catches my eye and I can’t look away from it. My work is like music 
to me, turning the cacophony into sweet melodies. It helps me meaning in the chaos that this world is.  
 

 
 
 
What percentage of shots that you take end up as keepers? 
I end up keeping one sometimes out of a few days of shooting at the same location. I dump thousands !! 
 

What is your proudest accomplishment? 
I recently did my first exhibition of the local landscape and birds, ‘INSPIRED BY NATURE’- ART EXHIBITION; the images 
were on display and for sale for nine days in Torbay. The opening night was a huge success with more than 120 people 
visiting within two hours. I was deeply moved by the response, I not only got positive feedback but also some unique 
stories from people about how they were able to connect with what they saw. 'This image speaks to me’ was something 
I heard every day. It made me feel like I was doing something right.  

 
What is your best advice for someone interested in your field? 
I think the thing any visual creative needs to do is trust their instinct and keep following what they love shooting. There’s 
no shortcut to producing great images.  
 

Practice improves your composition and helps in training the eye. 
Make friends with people who have similar interests and get feedback. 

 
 
 
TO OUR JUDGE THIS MONTH 
 
 

Thanks to our PSQ Accredited judge Mr Glenn Rossiter 
LAPS PSQA from Brisbane who gave his critique this month for our 

images for Advanced, Intermediate and Novice Grades. We appreciate the time and care given to his 
critiques and suggestions for improvement.  Thanks also to Inge Blessas for giving suggestions of 
improvement to our Beginner Grade. 

 
Next Month’s judge is Graham Harris from Toowoomba.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations 
Inge Blessas 

 
Awarded Silver & Photo of the Month – 

Advanced Grade 
‘Old and Forgotten’ 

 

Photos of the Month –  

Advanced Grade -  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations 
Deb Ford 

 

Awarded Gold & Photo of the Month – 
Advanced Grade 

‘Hunting…the Egret Way’ 

Congratulations 
Deb Ford 

 

Awarded Gold & Photo of the Month – 
Advanced Grade 

‘The Queen’ 



Photos awarded Silver – Advanced Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 
Lynnie Hutchins 

Awarded Silver – Advanced Grade 
‘A Window with a View’ 

Congratulations 
Lynnie Hutchins 

Awarded Silver – Advanced Grade 
‘Up Close & Personal with a Fine 

Feathered Friend’ 
 
 
 
 
 

person 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 
Sue Mayer-Miller 

Awarded Silver – Advanced 
Grade 

‘Contemplating’  
 
 
 
 
 

person 

Congratulations 
Deb Ford 

Awarded Silver – Advanced 
Grade 

‘Magical Morning’ 
 
 
 
 
 

person 



 

Photos of the Month – 

Intermediate  Grade 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
Belinda Eckford 

 

Awarded Gold & Photo of the Month – 
Intermediate Grade 

‘Incoming’ 



 

Photos of the Month – Intermediate  Grade 

(cont) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
Jennise Carr 

 

Awarded Gold & Photo of the Month - 
Intermediate Grade   

‘Mouthful’ 



Photos awarded Silver – Intermediate Grade 

 
   

Congratulations 
Jennise Carr 

 

Awarded Silver - Intermediate Grade   
‘Charming’ 

Congratulations 
Pamela Finger 

 

Awarded Silver - 
Intermediate Grade   

‘Look at Me’ 



 
  

Congratulations 
Belinda Eckford 

Awarded Silver - 
Intermediate Grade   

‘On a Mission’ 

Congratulations 
Carmen Blackburn 

Awarded Silver - 
Intermediate Grade   

‘Out on a Leaf’ 



 
 
  

Photo of the Month - Novice Grade 

Congratulations 
Sharon Anderson  

Awarded Gold & 
Photo of the 

Month – Novice 
Grade 

‘Tranquility’ 

Congratulations 
David Blackburn 

Awarded Silver - Intermediate Grade   
‘Tracey is Homeless, posing for a photo’ 



Photo awarded Silver - Novice Grade 
 

Congratulations 
Sharon Anderson  

Awarded Silver ‘Flamingo Lily’ 


