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Exposure  
Newsletter for the  

   
 

 
Regular club meetings: 
 

How to Connect: 

7:00pm ~ 1st Thursday of each month  
 

Mail:  Mackay Camera Group Inc,  
 PO Box 699, Mackay Qld 4740 

‘Sarina Room’  Jubilee Community Centre, 
Alfred Street, Mackay 
 

 
Web: www.mackaycameragroup.com 

Workshops  - 3rd Thursday of each month Email:  mkycameragroup@gmail.com 

Outings and excursions:  arranged on a regular 
basis 
 

Facebook: Mackay Camera Group Inc 

  
 
  

July, 2021 

Your Executive Team: 
 

P r e s i d e n t   S u e  M a y e r - M i l l e r   0 4 4 7  9 2 2  3 3 1  

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t   D e b  F o r d   0 4 1 7  7 9 5  4 4 5  

T r e a s u r e r  H e a t h e r  A t k i n s o n  0 4 3 7  5 4 9  3 7 0  

S e c r e t a r y  J e n n i s e  C a r r    0 4 1 7  1 9 9  4 7 6  

 

 

http://www.mackaycameragroup.com/
mailto:mkycameragroup@gmail.com
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Hi everyone, 
 

What a busy month it's been! 
 
The Mackay Show is now over for another year.  Many of our members won awards and I congratulate 
everyone who entered whether you won an award or not.  Remember that participation is more important 
than winning. As you will be aware, we tried a different system of mounting the images this year. Members 
seem to like the new format and we envisage that the new format will be in place for next year. We also 
enjoyed the extra space allocated to us in the pavilion and images were able to be mounted with plenty of 
room for the public to view the images. Feedback from the general public was very positive. If you have any 
suggestions for more improvement, please let us know. 
 
We have completed a number of workshops and I'm sure everyone has benefited greatly. We extend a thank 
you to our visiting presenters - Wanda Craswell for sunset photography, Craig Turnbull for street photography 
and Michael Snedic for nature/wildlife photography. Now we need to put the skills we have learnt into 
practice! 
 
During our last meeting I asked if people who enter photos into our club competitions could please name the 
images with the correct title, to save the necessity for it being done later. Also, please remember that the 
photos that are submitted each month need to have been taken in the previous 2 years, but members are 
allowed to have one image that is older than 2 years. 
 
I'm looking forward to upcoming workshops and outings and we will let you know about those. 
 
Take care and stay safe, 
Sue 

 
 

 
 

 

From the President’s Pen    

This month we celebrate with the following 
people who are enjoying a birthday 

 

Jeff Jones  3rd 
Sharon Anderson   21st 

Carmen Blackburn    21st 
Rhonda Dalrymple 23rd  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
We hope you have a truly awesome day! 
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MACKAY SHOW ASSOCIATION 
WINNERS 

 
Several of our talented club members have had huge success 

at the Mackay Show.  Well done and a huge Congratulations to the following people.   A full detailed report 
of the Results has been sent as an attachment to the Minutes of our last meeting.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MACKAY SHOW PHOTOGRAPHIC DISPLAY: Thanks to those folk who worked tirelessly to put this 

together.  A very big thank you to all those who helped set up, man and dismantle the very impressive 
display.  Thanks to Lenore, Sue and Deb for being the Show Delegates, and for all the behind the scenes 
coordination that has been required to make this event happen. The display at the Mackay Show looked 
fabulous, and gathered quite a bit of interest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Category Position Name 

People  1st Lynnie Hutchins 

 2nd Lenore Hansen 

 3rd Lenore Hansen 

 HC Sue Mayer-Miller 

Black & White/Monochrome 1st  Sue Mayer-Miller 

 2nd Lynnie Hutchins 

Scapes 2nd Lenore Hansen 

 3rd Lynnie Hutchins 

Nature 2nd Deb Ford 

 HC Lenore Hansen 

Creative Digital 1st, 2nd, 3rd Lenore Hansen 

 HC Lynnie Hutchins 

Open 2nd Belinda Eckford 

 3rd Lenore Hansen 

Photojournalism 2nd Lynnie Hutchins 

 3rd Lenore Hansen 

 HC & HC Lenore Hansen 

Architecture in the Mackay Region 1st Lenore Hansen 

 2nd Lenore Hansen 

 3rd Sue Mayer-Miller  
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NQ/CQ COMPETITION 

WINNERS 
Theme:  Monochrome / Black and White Botanical 
 

Well done on a wonderful selection of entries to our finalists! 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Jones – Silver 
“Caneflowers – Mackay” 

Lynnie Hutchins – Gold 
“Sunshine” 

David Blackburn – Bronze 
“Looking for the Light”  
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COMPETITIONS 
 

PSQ CQ/NQ INTERCLUB COMPETITION – Oct  
 

Title:   Round 2 

Category:   Colour – Negative Space 
 Definition:   Negative space photography uses the space that is usually not the 

primary focus and uses it to fill in most of the composition. The 
negative space commands more attention than the positive space 
and creates a unique perspective. It also adds definition and can 
create strong emotions. 

 

Should a person belong to more than one club, 

they will only be allowed to have images submitted by ONE CLUB 

  
 Final submission date for entries – Sunday 10 October 2021;  

 Entries to be submitted to judges no later than Friday 15 October;  

 No restrictions on the style of images (except no writing or lewd images) and no restrictions on the 
style of processing.  

 Image size – Maximum size 1920 pixels x 1200 pixels for landscape or portrait images (including 
border); 1200 pixels per side for square images (including border). Larger images will be disqualified; 

 Maximum file size to be no larger than 2mb. Images to be in sRGB.  

 No watermarks or names on the images.  

 Image Title – Member’s names are to be part of the image file.  
 

 
 

¼ Club Competition – Night Lights  
Winner – David Blackburn   
 
Each quarter our club members are invited to bring up to 
two printed images of any size, demonstrating their use 
of skills learned during our workshops during that 
quarter (3 month period).  Voting is done by club 
members and the winner this quarter was David 
Blackburn.   
Congratulations David – a wonderful image! 
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Sunset Shoot – with Wanda Craswell  
 

Three of our members joined Wanda down at Shoal Point Beach for a Sunset shoot while 
she was in town on 5th June.    While the colours were not spectacular, and there was little 
cloud to create a fabulous effect, a fantastic time of sharing and learning took place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Street Photography – with Craig Turnbull  

 

 
6th and 7th June 

 

Craig ran two afternoon/evening workshops – Sunday 6th June, and 
Monday 7th June.  These were well attended by members of both 
Creative Shots Club and Mackay Camera Group Inc.  He shared some 
theory with us first, along with some varied examples of street 
photography that he has taken previously.  We were encouraged to 
think about looking at lines, shapes, colours, patterns, patches of 
light, contrast in light and shadow.  We then took to the streets, to 
try out the theory.  He set us challenges as we went, and made us 
aware of things that we might not have thought of shooting before.  
He suggested things like find a great patch of light, sit down and 
observe for a while, and wait for someone to come along and be in 
that light, so we can capture the moment! Thanks Craig for your 
inspiration and teaching! 

 

Recap – Events in June 

 

 

Photo credit – Deb Ford 

Photo credit – Sue Mayer-Miller 
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Nature/Wildlife Workshops - with Michael Snedic  
19/20th and 20/21st 

 
A number of members attended a two day workshop in 
June, run by Michael Snedic. Michael Snedic is a renowned 
wildlife and nature photographer, writer and photo 
expedition leader. 
During the two days, Michael covered a range of topics 
including bird, landscape, sunset and macro photography. 
Some time was spent indoors, going through suggested 
camera settings and Michael showed us a sample of his 
great wildlife/nature photographs from various parts of 
the world, taken prior to our travel restrictions. The rest of the time was spent outdoors, "in 
the field" where Michael was able to work with groups and individuals to assist with the 
techniques and settings for taking nature shots. Some of the locations we went to were the 
Botanical Gardens, Shoal Point, Bucasia Esplanade and the Gooseponds. 
We thank Michael for sharing his skills and knowledge with us. 

Review by Sue Mayer-Miller 
 
 

Shooting the Fireworks - Mackay Show  
 

A large number of our group headed up to the 
Rotary Lookout, North Mackay on Tuesday 
evening 15th June to attempt to capture the 
fireworks display at the Showgrounds due at 
7:00pm.  This location proved to be too great a 
distance away to get effective shots.  Some folk 
tried various 
other locations 
on successive 
evenings, with 

mixed results. 
Capturing these 

bursts of light that explode randomly in the sky is much 
more difficult than it first appears!  Well done to those 
who were able to capture some! 

 

 Photo  credit – Sue Mayer-Miller 

Photo  credit – Heather Atkinson 

Photo  credit – Sue Mayer-Miller 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Check these dates and note the deadlines for events.   
 

 
Date 

 
Event 

 
Hosted By 

 
Contact 

01/07/21 Business Meeting  Sue 

10/07/21 Submission of Monochrome/Black & White 

Photos for Club competition 

 Sue 

15/07/21 Presentation by Mark Fitz  Heather 

18/07/21 Sunrise Shoot – Blacks Beach 5:15am Jeff Jones Heather 

 Excursions planned for Kinchant Dam and Bowen 

still being finalized for upcoming months 

  

15/10/21 Entries for CQ/NQ Competition ‘Negative 

Space‘ due 

  

 

Photo of the Month - A Grade 

 

 

 
 

 

Photo of the Month - A Grade 

Congratulations – Deb Ford 
‘Escape into the Sunset’ 
 

Photo of the Month – 
A Grade 
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Photo of the Month - B Grade  

 

  

Congratulations Carol Connolly 
‘Rock Wallaby 2’ 

Photo of the Month – B Grade 
 

Many thanks to our judge this month Terry Power - Cairns 
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  Photo Judging – Gold A Grade 

Congratulations – Deb Ford 
‘Are You Looking at Me?’ 
Awarded Gold – A Grade 

 
 

A GRADE PHOTO 
JUDGING RESULTS 

July 2021 
 

Gold 
Deb Ford x 3  POM 
Heather Atkinson x 3 
Lynnie Hutchins x 2 
David Blackburn x 2 
Susan Teder x 2 
Jeff Jones  
Inge Blessas 
Sue Mayer-Miller 
Pamela Finger 
Stephen Allworth 
 
Silver 

 Sue Mayer-Miller x3 
 Jeff Jones x 3 

Inge Blessas x 3 
Lynnie Hutchins x 2  
Pamela Finger x 2 
Susan Teder x 2 
Deb Ford 
Heather Atkinson 
David Blackburn 
Stephen Allworth 
John Pickup 
 
Bronze 
Stephen Allworth x 2 
David Blackburn  
Pamela Finger 
John Pickup  
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Congratulations – Deb Ford 
‘Close Up’ 

 
Awarded Gold – A Grade  

 

Congratulations – Deb Ford 
‘Escape Into the Sunset’ 

Photo of the Month 
Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – Lynnie Hutchins 
‘French Cuisine’ 

 
Awarded Gold – A Grade  

 

Congratulations – Lynnie Hutchins 
‘Fun with Zoom’ 

 
Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – Heather Atkinson 
‘Golden Feed Time’ 

 
Awarded Gold – A Grade  

 

Congratulations – Heather Atkinson 
‘Island Sunset’ 

 
Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – David Blackburn 
‘Jetty Delight’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Jeff Jones 
‘Keswick Calling’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – Sue Mayer-Miller 
‘Last One Standing’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Pamela Finger 
‘Looking for a Hollow to Hide In’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – Stephen Allworth 

‘Photowalk 1’ 
 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Susan Teder 
‘Silver Track’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Heather Atkinson 
‘Laughing Horse’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – Inge Blessas 
‘The Table’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – David Blackburn 
‘Tidal Lines in the Sand’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Susan Teder 
‘Tides Coming in at the Shoals’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Photo Judging – Gold B Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

B GRADE PHOTO 
JUDGING RESULTS 

July 2021 
 

Gold 
Carol Connolly x 2  POM 
Belinda Eckford   
 

Silver 
Jennise Carr x 4 
Carmen Blackburn x 4 
Belinda Eckford x 3 
Carol Connolly  
 
Bronze 
Carol Connolly 

Congratulations Belinda Eckford 
‘Just Hanging In There’ 

 

Awarded Gold – B Grade 
 

 

Congratulations 
Carol Connolly 

‘Rock Wallaby 1’ 
 

Awarded Gold – B  
Grade 

Photo of the Month 
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Congratulations Carol Connolly 
‘Waiting’ 

 

Awarded Gold – B Grade 
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Black and White Photography: 
A Beginner’s Guide to Getting Started 

A Post By: Andrew S. Gibson in Digital Photography School 

 
 
If you’ve never tried black and white photography before, you may feel a bit intimidated. After all, how 
do you get started? Should you be shooting black and white on your camera, or should you be 
converting color images to black and white? And how can you create stunning black and white 
images, anyway? 

In this article, I aim to answer all those questions. I’ll explain the value of black and white, how to do 
it, plus I’ll share some tips along the way! 

 

Why is black and white photography important? 

In the photographic world, black and white is an art form of 
its own. Some would even say the best photographers 
work in monochrome. It’s a medium with a rich history; 
look at the work of Ansel Adams, Edward Weston, 
or Henri Cartier-Bresson for some truly stunning 
examples. 

Just as importantly, working in black and white can help 
you become a better photographer.  

How? 

It’s all about seeing. 

Color is very powerful. It tends to dominate photos – to the point that beginners struggle to see other 
key elements like contrast, texture, shape, form, and quality of light. 

Experienced photographers instinctively see these things, regardless of whether they work in color or 
black and white. But if you’re just starting out, you may need some assistance. Black and white strips 
away color, allowing you to focus on the other elements that matter. 

Black and white emphasizes the textures of the rocks and 
sea in this landscape photo. 
Naturally, there are certain subjects that tend to work better 
than others in black and white. In particular, black and 
white lends itself to landscapes and portraits. 

So if this is your first time shooting in black and white, then 
those are great starter subjects! 

https://digital-photography-school.com/author/andrewgibson/
https://digital-photography-school.com/photographic-lessons-learned-ansel-adams/
https://digital-photography-school.com/lessons-masters-of-photography-edward-weston/
https://digital-photography-school.com/henri-cartier-bresson-the-decisive-moment/
https://digital-photography-school.com/getting-better-contrast-in-your-photography/
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-use-texture-to-improve-your-photos/
https://digital-photography-school.com/shape-and-form-in-photography/
https://digital-photography-school.com/quality-of-light-what-is-beautiful-light/
https://digital-photography-school.com/better-black-white-landscape-photos/
https://digital-photography-school.com/7-tips-for-black-and-white-portrait-photography/
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Black and white portraits emphasize expression and light. 

How to shoot in black and white 

Before digital photography, the only way to work in black and white was to use 
black and white film. 

But these days, you have two options: 

1. You can shoot in color and convert your photos to black and white in 
Lightroom, Photoshop, or some other post-processing program. 

2. You can switch your camera to its Monochrome mode. 

I highly recommend you choose the second option, and here’s why: 

By shooting in black and white from the beginning, you’ll get black and white previews on your 
camera’s LCD. You’ll also be able to see in black and white via your camera’s Live View mode. And if 
you use a mirrorless camera, you can look through a black and white viewfinder – so you know 
exactly how the different colors will convert before you press the shutter button. 

(If you’re not sure how to switch your camera to black and white, check your camera’s manual. Don’t 
worry; it’s not difficult!) 

One last piece of advice here: 

Shoot in RAW, not JPEG (or shoot in RAW+JPEG, which will give you a file in each format every time 
you press the shutter button). 

RAW essentially offers you insurance. If you decide you don’t like your shot in black and white, your 
RAW files can be reverted back to color with the click of a mouse. And if you decide to extensively 
edit your photos in post-processing, RAW gives you a lot of flexibility. 

However, if you’re new to photography, I recognize that you may want to work exclusively in JPEG, 
and that’s okay. Just know that you’ll probably want to switch to RAW eventually (it’ll deliver better 
image quality in the long run). 

Working in Monochrome mode 

As explained above, I highly recommend you set your camera to Monochrome mode. And to get 
basic black and white shots, that’s all you need to do. 

However, once you’re in Monochrome mode, you may have color filter options. And through careful 
application of these filters, you can capture even better black and white shots. 

Color filters 

The color filter settings come from the days of film photography. Photographers would use color filters 
to alter the tones in black and white photos. These days, digital photographers rarely work with 
physical color filters – instead, they use camera software or post-processing to mimic filter effects. 

Your camera likely includes a few color filter options. For instance, you might use a yellow or orange 
filter to darken a blue sky or a red filter to turn it nearly black. 

 

https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-convert-photos-to-black-and-white-in-lightroom/
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-convert-photos-to-black-and-white-in-lightroom/
https://digital-photography-school.com/a-guide-to-black-and-white-conversion-in-photoshop/
https://digital-photography-school.com/raw-vs-jpeg/
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Quick tip: Don’t forget about contrast! 
If you take a photo in dull light – in shade, for instance, or under a cloudy sky – the photo may look 
flat (i.e., two-dimensional), especially in black and white. 

So what do you do? 

You compensate by increasing the contrast. A 
contrast boost will deepen the shadows, brighten 
the highlights, and make your main subject pop! 

Here’s a portrait without a contrast adjustment: 

The model was standing in the shade when I took 
this photo. The light lacks contrast, and the black 
and white photo is flat. 

 

 

And here’s the same portrait, but with a contrast 
boost: 

Increasing contrast creates a much stronger 
image. 
To my eye, the final (adjusted) result is much more 
powerful. 

You can increase the contrast after the photo has been taken (in Photoshop or Lightroom), or you can 
do it in-camera by adjusting the contrast setting (see your manual if you’re not sure how to do this!). 

Composing in black and white 

Remember how I said black and white forces you to think about other key elements, such as shape 
and form? 

It’s true. And it’s the reason why composition becomes so important when shooting in black and 
white. 

Unfortunately, there’s not really a quick solution to capturing good compositions; a lot of it just 
depends on your ability to see shapes, lines, and textures (which you can develop through practice or 
study or simply by looking at great photography) 

 

Black and white photography: final words 

Black and white is a beautiful medium to work in, one that you will appreciate even more as your skills 
grow. 

In the meantime, have fun and enjoy yourself.  

https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-compose-brilliant-black-and-white-photos/

