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President’s Report
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND (PSQ)
There was a very successful weekend in Cairns promoting PSQ and the
Judges Executive. It was reasonably well attended.
I think Mackay Camera Group should look at running this event next
year. Ran well it would generate a reasonable profit without requiring
any expenditure from the host club.
Why does PSQ want to hold these weekends? To give northern clubs
more exposure to speakers and workshops that they would not normally
have the opportunity to attend because of the distance they are from
the majority of presenters who live in the South East corner of the State.
To promote the objectives and services of PSQ and the Judges Executive,
and to have a nice weekend talking to likeminded photographers.
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The registration forms from Kucom have been received. They are a little
ambiguous, so I will look at sitting down with them to sort out their
requirements both for the October photo shoot and BBQ, as well as next
year’s Mackay Regional Show Judging.
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A second meeting was held on 13 September with members from
Creative Shots Camera Club and Mackay Camera Group. Finalising of
members from each club, a chairman and second steward is currently
being decided on.
John Blessas
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Important Dates
20 September 2018

Monthly Workshop (Photoshop/Lightroom Question Night)
and collating of images for Gordon White Library Exhibition

2 October 2018

Hanging of the Gordon White Library Exhibition

4 October 2018

Monthly meeting and photo judging

6th October 2018

Scott Kelby’s Worldwide Photo Walk 2018, 4pm Broken River
Eungella National Park

13 December 2018

Christmas Party and Presentation Night, Church on Palmer

AUGUST HAPPENINGS
2019 Mackay Show
A meeting was held on the 9 August with members from Mackay Camera Group, Creative Shots,
Calen High School and Jennifer Treloar to gauge interest in forming a separate working party to
coordinate the 2019 Mackay Show. In the past this job has fallen to the Mackay Camera Group, in
particular, John Blessas as Chief Steward. John is wishing to step back and hand the reins over to
others and is hoping there will be enough interest for a group to be formed to take over this big task.
John is more than happy to stay on in a mentoring role initially.
At a follow up meeting held on Thursday 13 September it was decided that each Club would
nominate three people, John would stay on as a Steward with one other person being nominated as
a second Steward and a Chairman would be appointed. Members of the community such as
interested schools and judges would be invited along to meetings for their input but ultimate
decision making would be up to the planning committee.
Pin Hole Workshop by Sue Mayer
On 16th August 2018, John Blessas ran a very interesting workshop on pin-hole photographic
techniques. We were shown how to put a pin-hole into a body cap, by using some basic
mathematics, a drill, some tin foil and a pin. It was fascinating to learn such a simple and old
technique that formed the basis of photography in years gone by. We were amazed and amused
that by using the adapted body cap with a long exposure time, we were able to obtain some images.
Thanks John. (Photos supplied by John Pickup and Sue Mayer)

2|Page

September 2018

Mackay Camera Group Inc.

Eimeo Beach Outing by Damian Walls
Since we had such poor weather at our last sunrise outing at Lamberts Beach we ran a Sunrise Long
Exposure Outing at Eimeo Beach on 19th August. The faithful few who attended were presented with
light clouds on the horizon but mainly clear skies and light winds.
Eimeo is a great beach for these early morning photo opportunities as it has a nice combination of
rocks and clean sand. Shooting along the beach can result in a very three-dimensional image with
light and shadow running sideways through your image.
Be sure to check out Jeff’s notes on taking long exposure images on the Club Website:
http://www.mackaycameragroup.com/workshop-notes/long-exposure-workshop-by-jeff-jones

Taking the last chance before the sunrise to capture the stars. F2.8, 30 sec, ISO1600 on Full Frame

For this shot the sun is rising from
the right side lighting up the rocks
with the morning glow on the
horizon. F22 1.3 sec, ISO 100 on Full
Frame
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PSQ Convention by Inge Blessas
Mini Conference held at Yungaburra and hosted by Cairns Camera Club.
This was a 1 ½ day event held at the Genazzano Conference centre on 1st & 2nd September.
After an easy drive up to the Atherton Tablelands, stopping off for various photo opportunities
including the Tyco gardens in Ingham and the Nuciflora tea plantation in Palmerston, we arrived late
afternoon and settled in.
Evening meal was a BBQ and accommodation was clean and comfortable but reasonably basic. It’s
right on the bank of Lake Tinaroo which was an advantage for photography sessions.
Next morning the conference was opened by Sue Gordon, president of the Photographic Society of
Queensland. The day and the following morning were devoted to some really interesting talks about
judging and what judges are looking for. Creativity and emotion were the main focus and not being
absolutely ruled by “the rules”. Presenters were John Blessas, Terry Power and Maureen Carthy, in
addition to Sue Gordon. In the afternoon we had workshops. I really enjoyed taking part in the oil
on water workshop and saw some excellent results. (unfortunately, not mine, but I’ll practice).
It was a great opportunity to make friends amongst a group of like-minded enthusiasts and also a
chance to do some photography on the lake at sunset and in the early morning.
External Judging of Advance Grade Prints
Last month the club called upon External Judge Tryg Helander to judge digital images submitted by
the Advanced Grade members. Tryg has a Diploma in Photography (film 1989), Diploma in
Photoimaging (2017), owner of Vintage Vignettes Photography, an AIPP Emerging Member and
President of Toowoomba Photographic Society.
Tryg in his comments back to the club commended the A Grade photographers of the Mackay
Camera Group. He stated the images were of a significant quality, some being entirely in the realm
of commercial-grade imagery. After reading the club’s grading word-pictures, he found it difficult to
relegate any images below that of the exceedingly high marks that have been given and
congratulated all on their strong submissions. The Judge’s comments were read out at the general
meeting held on 6 September as the images were displayed. Tryg awarded 3 Gold images, 9 Silver
and 3 Bronze. Jeff Jones was awarded Photo of the Month for his image “Relentless”.
Congratulations Jeff, well done. A copy of Tryg’s comments will accompany the newsletter when
emailed out to members.

Club Announcements
Gordon White Library Exhibition

Our Annual Photographic Exhibition at the Gordon White Library is fast approaching. The
Exhibition will run from the 2 October through to the end of October. Members are asked to
submit two images for consideration. It would be preferable to have your images already
mounted on a ¼ matt board for placing in the frames that the club now owns thanks to
some generous sponsorship received.
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The next workshop night of Thursday 20 September has been allocated for choosing and
sorting of the images so please bring along your images on the night. Damian will be
assisting with the collation and placing of images in the frames. Sue Ball has also offered
her assistance, thank you to Damo and Sue. We will require volunteers on the afternoon of
Tuesday 3 October to help with the hanging of the images if you are free and could attend it
would be greatly appreciated. We appreciate that many of our members work, but if you
are able to assist, any time from 3.00pm onwards at the Gordon White Library would be
great. Delveen Icardi from the Library will be on hand that afternoon to coordinate and
assist with the hanging.

If you are preparing images for the
October Exhibition please take a look at
the dimensions of our Club Frames.

The frames have a matt black finish with a
3 cm black mat board inside to hold your
photos away from the glass. These are
designed to fit a ¼ sheet of Mat board,
similar to the maximum size used for the
mounting of images at the Mackay Show. If
you have images that were on display
there they should fit into these frames.
Damian is organising some alternate white
mats for show photos mounted on white
board and some mats with a standard
12x18 inch opening for anyone who is
using an image not mounted for the
Mackay Show.
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Scott Kelby’s Worldwide Photo Walk 2018
Damo is hosting a walk for the Scott Kelby’s World Wide
Photo walk again this year on 6th October. We will be
meeting at Broken River Eungella National Park at 4pm
with a dinner following the walk at the Eungella Chalet.
Come along and walk among the rainforest and try to
capture the secretive platypus. To register for the walk
head over to
http://worldwidephotowalk.com/walk/broken-river-rainforest-walk/

Save the Date – Christmas Break-up/Presentation Night

Members were so impressed with the venue chosen last year for the Christmas party that
we have voted to have the same venue again. A booking is being made for Church on
Palmer for Thursday 13 December from 6.30pm. More information to follow, so watch this
space.

Digital Competitions

Australian Photography runs free monthly competitions, with a new theme each month.
Find out more here.

Submit your vision of Australia’s diverse weather to the Bureau of Meteorology Australian
Weather Calendar photo competition, and your image could feature in Australia’s
bestselling weather calendar 2019! More information here.
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Check out Digital Photography Challenge for some very interesting themes and images in
this truly international competition. Sign up for FREE and participate.

Australian Photographic Society
APS lists several print and digital competitions taking place in 2018.
APS 2018 Convention is on the Gold Coast - details are here.
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Photo Judging Results
NOVICE 6x4
Gold
Sue M (3)
Silver
Karen (1)
Bronze
Karen (2)

NOVICE Large
Gold
Karen (3)

Photo of the Month –6x4
Spider – Sue Mayer-Miller

Silver
Sue M (3)

Photo of the Month – Large
Black Chasm – Karen O’Keefe
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INTERMEDIATE
6x4
Gold
Lynnie (2)
Susan (2)
Silver
Lynnie (1)
Susan (1)
John P (2)
Bronze
John P (1)

INTERMEDIATE
Large
Gold
Lynnie (2)
Susan (1)

Photo of the Month – 6x4
Kids Playing – Susan Teder

Silver
John P (2)
Susan (2)
Bronze
John P (1)
Lynnie (1)

Photo of the Month – Large
Dancing Brolga – Lynnie Hutchins
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ADVANCED
External
Gold
Inge (1)
Jeff (1)
Lenore (1)

Silver
Damian (3)
Inge (1)
John (1)
Jeff (2)
Lenore (2)

Bronze
Inge (1)
John (2)

ADVANCED
6x4

Photo of the Month – External Judging
Relentless – Jeff Jones

Gold
Heather (1)
Jeff (1)
Lenore (1)

Silver
Damian (3)
Inge (1)
Heather (1)

Bronze
Col (1)
Inge (2)
Heather (1)
Lenore (2)
Photo of the Month – Large
Sweet Nectar – Heather Atkinson
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Photography tips
Understanding Focal Plane and Depth of Field
How to properly critique a photo
Photo Critique Guidelines
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