
 

 

MACKAY CAMERA GROUP 

Minutes 

3rd April , 2025 

 

 
 
President: Stacey Nicholas 
Note Taker: Jennise Carr 

Meeting Opened at 7:00 pm – Closed at 7:35pm 

Present: as per attendance book 

Apologies: Glenn Hirst, Sue Mayer-Miller, Heather Atkinson, Deb Ford, Ann Le-Riche-Perree,  

Stacey Nicholson, John & Inge Blessas 

Welcome: In Stacey’s absence, Jennise led the meeting and welcomed everyone. A special 
welcome to Shaun, Donna and Georga who had come last month as well. 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting  

read by Jennise Moved: Jennise 2nd Jacinta Carried 

President’s Report: Jennise read the prepared statement by Stacey in her absence. 

 
Thanks so much to all those who brought along some camera equipment to “show and share” at 
our last workshop. I am sure everyone has a new item on their wishlist now. It was also great to 
see the involvement in the discussions about creating a story in photography. Hearing the 
insights of others in how they interpret and appreciate the components of photography was 
really interesting and gave much food for thought. 
Kerri has been doing a fantastic job updating our website. She is gradually going through and 
updating our information and putting in new photos. As you know, we no longer enter 
competition photos through the website; rather we enter photos via my photoclub for novice, 
intermediate and advanced. Beginners submit entries to the club by our club email. Details 
about this are on the website. 

 

Treasurer’s Monthly Report:  

Jennise presented report in Heather’s absence Current Balance is $3,547.28 
Income : Memberships $1555.00  
Expenses: Pastage $9.55; Artist Connect $300.00; Web Site Renewal $429.43; Officeworks 
$19.60; Jubilee Centre Rent $220.00 Totalling $699.03. 

 
Moved: Jennise 2nd  Jeff  Jones      Carried  
 

 
 
 



CORRESPONDENCE: 

Incoming: 
New membership applications 
Artists Connect – upcoming display General Gordon Hotel 10/4/, need artists work  
Qld Interclub Competitions – non participation 
Donation of photography equipment 

 
Outgoing: 
Sarina Library re display. Response to donation  

RECENT EVENTS 

• Feb Outing – River Walk 20/2/25 – this was a nice way to start the year off. 

• March Outing – Bucasia Waterfront walk. A lovely morning together, dodging some 
occasional showers.  

• April mid-week Outing – Bashir’s. Bashir, Kerri, Caine and Belinda visited the Botanical 
Gardens. Looks like some great post rain photos were taken of some interesting looking 
mushrooms. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• April Outing – Creek and Antiques Camping Calen – 27th April. 2pm to approx. 3.30pm.  No 

payment for entry required. They have requested instead, that we give them some photos we 
take they can use for promotion purposes. Following this we will call in to Boulder creek then 
stop at the Leap Hotel for dinner. Car pooling option - to meet at KFC at Mt Pleasant and 
depart from there 1:15pm. Please RSVP your intention to go, and if you wish to car pool to 
Heather either by message, or on the event on facebook page.  

 

• Workshop May – Shaping the Light hands on practical workshop. July theme is ‘It’s all about the 
light. (Since the meeting, another great opportunity has come to our attention, so keep an eye on the 
facebook page for the change.) Date and Time will remain as is.  

 

CONTINUING BUSINESS: 

• Sarina Library Display is now taken down. Stacey has photos. If anyone needs to collect 
theirs early, please contact Stacey for collection. Otherwise she will bring to the next meeting. 

• Artist Connect book is now out. As a group member we get to have 2 copies of the book. 
Books are also available to the public from the Mackay tourism office at the blue lagoon, at the 
Mackay and Sarina art gallery, at the Whitsunday and Isaac tourism offices plus books have 
been placed at various motels etc. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
• Calendar: the club calendar has been put up in the files section of our facebook page with 

the info we know to date. This will continually be updated, so keep checking in. 

• Overnight Outing: Cape Hillsborough Friday 25th and Saturday 26th of July 2025. They 
currently have lots of cabin and camping accommodation but need to get onto your booking 
now. Cabins have all been done up. Up to you if you want to stay for 1 night or 2. Possible 
activities are landscape, drone, light painting, macro etc. Catering options will be considered 
in the coming meetings. 

• Photography at Mackay Show: Jennise is the Chief steward for this and has just sent out 
information about the competition schedule and the new Facebook page – Photography at 
Mackay Show. This is a public page so pop in and check it out for hints, tips, and lots of 



information related to photography entry at the Mackay Show. 
Important dates:  
Show runs from Tues 17th to Thursday 19th June 2025 
Applications close Friday 6Th June at 4pm 

 

• Mackay Art Society – Art Fair Saturday 12 July. They are looking for stallholders and 
someone to give a demo (or workshop) on taking photos OF artwork and FOR the creation 
of artwork reference images. 

• Studio: John and Inge have very generously offered MCG the use of a studio space. Inge 
posted the following on our facebook group: 

We now have a photo studio available to the camera club down at Shoal Point. Two rooms, 

front room is 4.6m x 3m and the back room 4.6m x 5.7m so heaps of room to spread out. In the 

front room I'm going to put a sofa and a small fridge and a cupboard for coffee cups and kettle. 

I'll source these off facebook so will take a couple of weeks or so to get that sorted.  

The place belongs to my brother-in-law and his only stipulation, because its attached to a 

workshop with expensive stuff in it, that either John or I are there. 

Btw - this used to be the photo studio of Marty Strecker. 

The backroom has no windows, so we can control the light. I have already had one session 

there and it worked well. 

Let me know if you want to use it outside of MCG meetings and we can arrange something. 

Saturdays, Sundays or weekdays. No 9pm curfew. 

• River City Print – this is one of the few interclub print competitions.  

➢ We have registered our intention to take part in this again this year. We were involved in this 

last year and did quite well as one of the few/only regional clubs that participated. Last year 

they organized to show the judging via zoom so we could watch Each club should submit a 

total of 20 prints, consisting of 4 prints in each section. 

TOPICS 
Open Colour, Open Monochrome, Open Animals, Portrait/People, Open Non‐A Grade 
 

• Workshops and outings: Any suggestions for workshops or outings you would like to see 

the club involved in this year. 

 

Other Business: 
Belinda raised the point that Kitten Vintage on Harbour Road are happy for us to use the venue 
as a photographic opportunity. Lots of antiques, old china, furniture, crystal and lots more. Open 
from 10am-4pm but happy to open on a Saturday after 4pm for us if we wish. Belinda will 
organize a date soon, and let us know. 
 
Jeff Jones is happy to organize an early morning Drone workshop soon. Needs to be fine 
weather and at low tide. Watch the facebook page for details.  

 
General reminders: 
• Workshop Dates – 1 st Thurs Month May, July, September, November 

• Meeting / Critique Dates 1st Thurs Month, June, August, October, December 

• Dates for bi-monthly photo competition submission 10/5/25 (for June Meeting) 10/7/25 (for 

August Meeting) 10/9/25 (for October Meeting) 10/11/25 (for December Meeting) 


