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Huge Congratulations 
to our Winners and Place-getters 

for 2024 
see details on page 3 
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For those who like stats – here are the details for the number of images 
submitted this year for critique. 
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Grade 

Number 

of 
Images 

Gold Silver Bronze Entry   %Gold %Silver %Bronze %Entry 

Beginners 24                   

Novice 88 19 29 31 9   22% 33% 35% 10% 

Intermediate 210 41 64 72 33   20% 30% 34% 16% 

Advanced 394 79 133 129 53   20% 34% 33% 13% 

TOTAL 716 139 226 232 95   20% 33% 34% 14% 

Hello everyone, 
 
Welcome to the last newsletter of 2024 and my last report as President of the club. 
It has been a great honour to have been in the role of President for the last 5 and a half years. 
Of course the job could not have been done without the support and enthusiasm of the 
members and in particular the executive - I extend a huge thank you to Deb Ford as Vice 
President, Jennise Carr as Secretary, Heather Atkinson as Treasurer, Stacey Nicholas as 
ordinary member and Carol Connolly as ordinary member. 
I look forward to continuing my active involvement as a regular member of the club that I love so 
much. 
 
2024 was another very successful year. We have welcomed a number of new members who 
have shown much enthusiasm. Our monthly club competition continues to be successful with 25 
members submitting 716 images across 4 grades. Of course, not all members choose to enter 
the competitions but they enjoy participating in the many workshops and outings that have been 
on offer. 
 
Finally I wish to leave you to ponder on a quote by Henri Cartier-Bresson “It is an illusion that 
photos are made with the camera….they are made with the eye, heart and head” 
 
I wish you and your families a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I look forward to 
seeing you all again in 2025. 
 
Cheers 
Sue 
 
 
 

A Final Update from our outgoing  



to our Annual Awardees 
 

Advanced Grade:   
1st  Sue Mayer-Miller 

2nd  Belinda Eckford 
3rd  Deb Ford 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
Novice Grade:   
1st   Elizabeth Butterworth  
2nd  Carolyn Smithson 
3rd Janene Franklin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Sue is holding Malcolm’s goodies 

Intermediate Grade:  
1st  Malcolm Griffin 
2nd  Carol Connolly 
3rd  David Blackburn 
 
 

John Pickup Memorial Trophy  
for Most Improved Photographer: 
Janene Franklin 
 

Kev McCane Trophy –  
Highest overall Points:   
Sue Mayer-Miller  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AGM 2025 
 
Our first meeting for 2025 will be our Annual General Meeting on 6th February.  At that time, all positions will 
be declared vacant, and elections for the positions of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary will 
be held.   
Nominations for elected positions close on 23rd January and these nominations will be emailed out on 30th 
January.  Nominations must be in writing, and have the permission of the candidate, and be signed by a 
seconder.  (Digital signatures are acceptable).  Nomination forms are attached to this Newsletter. 

 
MEMBERSHIP FEES DUE by FEB 28 

 

Members &  

Partners/spouses are 

Cordially invited 

to the home of  

John & Inge Blessas 

to celebrate New Year’s Eve 

 

With a Sausage Sizzle  

and social evening. 

 
John & Inge will provide the sausages  

You Bring:  

• Nibbles, Salad, or Dessert – let Inge 
know which you plan to bring 

• Own drinks 

• Chairs 

• Camera if you wish 

• More details will be listed on the 
closed fb page so keep checking in 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
JANUARY 
07/01/25 
10/01/25 
23/01/25 
30/01/25
  

 
Bashir’s outing – Eungella  
Entries for monthly competition due 
Nominations for Executive close  
Nomination list emailed out  

APRIL 
01/04/25 
03/04/25 

 
Bashir’s monthly outing  
Meeting & Critique Night  

FEBRUARY 
04/02/25 
06/02/25 
11/02/25 

 
Bashir’s monthly outing 
AGM & 1st Meeting of the Year 
Sport & Rec Expo - MECC   

MAY 
01/05/25 
06/05/25 
10/05/25 

    
Bahir’s monthly outing 
 Entries for monthly comp due 
Workshop  

MARCH 
04/03/25 
06/03/25 
10/03/25
  
 

  
Bashir’s monthly outing  
Workshop  
Entries for monthly competition due 

JUNE 
03/06/25 
05/06/25
 
 
  

    
Bashir’s monthly outing 
Meeting & Critique Night  
  

Looking for somewhere cool to go 
after the New Year? 

 

We are planning our January mid week outing on  
TUES  JAN 7 to Eungella. 

 

Full details of meeting time and venue to car 
pool will be posted on the closed fb page closer to 

the time.  
 

Keep a watch there for all the details 
 and plan to join us if you can! 

It will be a great way to start the year off –  
not to mention staying cool! 

The monthly meeting on 3rd December was 
affected by showers of rain.  
While we didn’t get to take our cameras 
out of their bag, we explored a few new (to 
us) locations around the Beaconsfield area 
where there are water lagoons, and at 
times birds of all types can be found. 
 
Following this time of exploration, we went 
for coffee and did some further planning 
for next year. Keep the first Tuesday of 
each month free – it’s planned to be a 
great time each month. Everyone welcome 
if you are free! 
   

Monthly Outings 

Bashir’s January Outing 
Eungella 7 January 

Bashir’s December Outing 
December 3rd 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Ten members joined 6 dancers down 
Wood Street to go into 5th Lane where 
there were amazing backdrops of differing 
colours and textures.  What appears to be 
a grubby concrete wall with graffiti turns 
out to be an amazing backdrop with a 
gorgeous ballerina doing pirouettes in 
front of it. 
 
The girls changed out some of their outfits 
– some had soft flowing skirts, others had 
stiff tutus, and all were very obliging to 
our many requests for different poses, 
leaps and jumps.   
Rhonda Dalrymple and Stacey coordinated 
this fabulous afternoon, and it was 
enjoyed by all. The girl’s faces lit up when 
we gave them cash each for being so 
obliging as our models for the afternoon.  
 
 

 

Oh So Graceful

Photo credits:  top Belinda,  
Middle Jennise,  
Bottom: Rhonda 
Left:  Jennise 

Dancers in the City  
10th November 



 

Sarina Library Display 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

A very big THANK YOU to our judge this 
month – our very own John Blessas. We 
appreciate the time taken to review and 
critique our images along with 
suggestions for improvement.  

 
 

Judges for 2025 
 
We are still finalizing the list of judges for 2025, 
and as soon as they are in place, we’ll let you 
know. 
 

….. to our judges 

My Photo Club 
 

Please note that our club will be changing 
our method of entry to our bi-monthly 
competitions next year. We will be 
changing over to use the program “My 
Photo Club”. We had hoped to be able to 
do a couple of trial entries, however the 
actual site is undergoing a major overhaul, 
and will not be available for us to use in 
early December as hoped.  
 
Further details will be advised as they 
become available. In the meantime, we 
will continue with the current method of 
entries.  

Thanks to Stacey, Sue and Jennise for collating 
the display at the Sarina Library.  
We had hoped to get it set up very early in 
December, but due to staffing issues at Sarina, 
we had to wait a couple more days until 4th for 
set up. There had been some technical issues, 
and display did not get erected until the middle 
of Dec.  Fortunately, it will remain in place until 
the end of January, so hopefully many members 
of the public will get to pop in and visit during 
this time. 
 
We were only able to set up 20 images in their 
space, over two walls, and we think the display 
looks fabulous.  Thank you to all members who 
submitted their images for us to use in the 
display.  There is something special about seeing 
the printed photos displayed in the black 
frames.  Well done to everyone on your 
submissions – they truly do look amazing.  

Monthly Competition  
While we don’t have a meeting in 
January, a reminder that if you wish to 
enter the Bi-Monthly Photographic 
Competition, you need to submit your 
images for critique by 10th of January.  
These will then be judged, and 
critiques given following our AGM on 
6th February.   
 



  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos Awarded Gold Photo Awarded Gold & 
Photo of the Month 

Advanced Grade 
 
Photo of the Month 
Advanced Grade 
 

Congratulations 
Deb Ford 
Awarded Gold & POM – Advanced Grade 
‘Nature’s Sculpture’ 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Congratulations 
Anne Palfrey 
Awarded Gold - Advanced Grade 
‘Remba’  

 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
Sue Mayer-Miller 
Awarded Gold - Advanced Grade  
‘Cruising’   

Photo Awarded Gold 

Advanced Grade 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Congratulations 
Belinda Eckford 
Awarded Gold - Advanced Grade 
‘Pink Perfection 

 

Congratulations 
Jennise Carr 
Awarded Gold - Advanced Grade 
‘Keeping Watch’  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 
Deb Ford 
Awarded Gold– Advanced Grade 
‘Let the Battle Begin’  

Congratulations 
Anne Palfrey  
Awarded Gold – Advanced Grade 
‘Smoking Bath’  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Congratulations 
Jennise Carr 
Awarded Gold – Advanced Grade 
‘Soulful Portrait’  

Congratulations 
Deb Ford 
Awarded Gold – Advanced 
Grade 
‘Mile High Club’ 



 
 
 
  

Congratulations 
David Blackburn 

Awarded Gold & POM – Intermediate Grade 
‘I’m Watching Your Every Move’ 

Photo Awarded Gold  

& Photo of the Month 

Intermediate Grade 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Congratulations 
David Blackburn 

Awarded Gold – Intermediate 
Grade 

‘Hanging Around’  

Congratulations 
Malcolm Griffin 
Awarded Gold – Intermediate Grade 
‘Cocky’  

Photos Awarded Gold  
Intermediate Grade 

 



 
 

  

Congratulations 
Jacinta  Pennisi 

Awarded Gold – Intermediate Grade 
‘Winter Warmth’ 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Congratulations 
Carolyn Smithson 

Awarded Gold & POM – Intermediate Grade 
‘Wetland Flora’ 

Photo Awarded Gold  

& Photo of the Month 

Novice Grade 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Photo Awarded Gold  

Novice Grade 

Congratulations 
Carolyn Smithson 
Awarded Gold – Intermediate Grade 
‘Incoming Tiger’ 

Congratulations 
Elizabeth Butterworth 

Awarded Gold – Novice 
‘Kaotic Kappabashi’ 



 
 
 

On behalf of the Executive of  
Mackay Camera Group Inc –  

We wish you all  
a very  

Merry Christmas 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We look forward  

to your company again in 2025! 


