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Hi everyone, 

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2025. I am honoured and excited to 

have been endorsed as the President of our fabulous club. 
 

I’d like to extend congratulations to 
the other executive members: Jeff 
Jones as Vice President; Jennise 
Carr as Secretary; Heather Atkinson 
as Treasurer; and Carol Connolly as 
an ordinary member.  
I am truly looking forward to 
working with this team. We have 
already had our first executive 
meeting and I am inspired by the 
enthusiasm and the ideas that were 
generated.  If any members have 
suggestions for workshops, outings 
or anything else, please don’t 
hesitate to contact any one of us on 
the executive.  
 

 I encourage everyone to take note 
of the events that are coming up as 
it is a great way to learn and we have 
a lot of fun in the process. 

I am looking forward to getting to 
know our new members and if you 
are new to photography, please 
feel free to ask questions - 
remember that no question is a 
silly question. 
 
We have a few new procedures 
this year with a change to one 
meeting per month and running 
our club competition through the 
MyPhotoClub portal. Make sure 
you enter your photos early if 
possible so we can sort out any 
teething problems that may occur. 

 
Settle in now and enjoy all the 
wonderful information that 
Jennise has put together for you in 
this newsletter. 
Ta, Stacey   
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President: 
Stacey Nicholas 
 
Vice President: 
Jeff Jones 
 
Treasurer: 
Heather Atkinson 

 
Secretary: 
Jennise Carr  
 
Ordinary Member: 
Carol Connolly  
 

Appointed Roles: 
 
Website: Kerri Ketelhohn 

Facebook:  Jacinta Pennisi 

Newsletter:  Jennise Carr 

Supper Roster: vacant 

Competitions: Internal – Sue Mayer-

Miller  

Competitions External: vacant 

Workshops/Outings:  vacant 

Members Reminder 
>>> 
Memberships are due by end of Feb. 

Renewal Forms available on the club’s Website. 
Adult $65 

Senior/Pensioner $55 
Couple $100 

BSB 654- 000 A/c 41607826 
 

From the AGM >>> 

Elected Positions  

Congratulations! 
to all these members. 

 
Thank you for your 

willingness to serve the 
club in these ways.  We 
really appreciate you! 
Let us know if you are 
able to assist with the 

vacant roles 
 
 

Renew your Membership to remain an active member  
and access all the benefits of membership  

Outings 
Workshops 

Entering our photo competitions 
Friendships & more 



 

 

  

Join us if you can! 

February OUTING – Thurs 20th February 
 

Pioneer River Walking Tour 
Meet at 5:30pm at Blue Water Quay  

For a free guided tour run by Mackay City Council.  
 

Finish by 6:30 in time to catch the sunset over the river 
Followed by dinner at Flavours of Vietnam if you choose. 

 



 

 
  

 

What a fabulous opportunity this was to give our club 

exposure!  Approximately 5,000 people passed through 

the building checking out the displays of various sporting 

activities and clubs suited to both children and adults.   

 

People who had an interest in photography were drawn 

to our stand, and those who were really interested 

stopped, chatted, asked questions.  They also took flyers, 

business cards and even some membership forms.  We 

can expect to see many new faces in our midst in the 

coming days, so make sure you watch out and give them 

a warm welcome. 

 

Many thanks to Jacinta, Ann, Sue, Janene and Jennise for 

setting up and manning this stand during the morning of 

9th Feb.  Despite the wet conditions, we were again really 

surprised by the intense interest shown, and the contacts 

made. Thanks also to the Council for putting on this event 

allowing such great exposure of clubs to the community. 

SPORTS & RECREATION EXPO 
Sunday 9th February 

Upcoming 

Events.. 
Stay tuned! 

Have we got some things planned 

for this year! 
 

Watch this space…. As your team of dedicated 
leaders are planning some AMAZING workshops, 

outings, weekend getaways, and lots of opportunities 
for socializing.   

As details are finalized and dates allocated, ensure 
you mark them in your diary so you don’t miss out! 

 

IT’S GOING TO BE A FABULOUS YEAR! 



MyPhotoClub Instructions 
 

Only those members wishing to enter the graded club competitions need to sign up to 
MyPhotoClub. If you would like to enter the monthly club competitions this year, in Novice, 
Intermediate or Advanced Grade, please follow these steps: 
 
1. Go to https://myphotoclub.com.au/  

2. Create an account. 

3. Send Sue an email via mkycameragroup@gmail.com to let her know you have made an account.  

4. Advise Sue which grade you would like to enter; Novice, Intermediate or advanced. 

5. Sue will add you as a member. 

Once Sue has added you as a member you will be able to enter photos into the competition. 

Preparing your photos: 

1. Resize your photos if necessary so they have a maximum width of 1920 pixels and maximum 

height of 1080 pixels. 

2. Maximum file size is 3MB 

Entering Photos into the competition: 

3. Go to https://myphotoclub.com.au/  

4. Click on ‘Mackay Camera Group’ on the left side panel 

5. Click on the grey ‘Members’ tab at the top of the page. 

6. Click ‘Enter Competitions and activities’ on the fly down tab. 

7. Go to the competition you wish to enter and click ‘Enter’ 

8. Click on one of the tabs for this month (either open or theme category) 

6. Click ‘Choose File’ under entry #1 

7. Navigate to where your prepared file is stored. Click on the file then click open. 

8. Type the title. 

9. Click ‘Submit’ 

10. If you want to submit another image into this category repeat steps 6 to 9. 

11. If you want to submit into the other category either click the back button at the top of your screen 

to return to the previous page OR 

12.  A second method is to go back to step 4 from above (Click on the grey ‘Members’ tab at the top 

of the page) then continue through the steps from there. 

13. Continue entering photos until you have entered a MAXIMUM OF FOUR IMAGES for the month.  

 

https://myphotoclub.com.au/
mailto:mkycameragroup@gmail.com
https://myphotoclub.com.au/


How to alter your entries 

1. Go to https://myphotoclub.com.au/  

2. Click on ‘Mackay Camera Group’ on the left side panel 

3. Click on the grey ‘Members’ tab at the top of the page. 

4. Click ‘Enter Competitions and activities’ on the fly down tab. 

5. Go to the competition containing the entry you want to change 

and click ‘Enter’ 

6. If you want to change the image, click ‘delete’ 

7. A message will pop up, click OK  

8. A second message will pop up; click OK  

9. Enter the new image. 

10. You can change entries right up until the closing time each month. 

 

Important information 

1. Only 4 images are allowed to be entered in total per month 

2. These 4 images can be divided across the 2 categories in any combination eg 4 x open, 3 x 

open + 1 x theme, 2 x open + 2 x theme, etc 

3. You may enter into future months competitions. 

4. Entries will not be accepted after the closing date/time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you already have an account with MyPhotoClub, please send an email to Sue so she 
can add you as a Mackay Camera Group member. Don’t forget to let her know what 

grade intend to enter.  

Setting this up for the first 

time is a bit of a process so 

please don’t leave this till the 

last minute. 

https://myphotoclub.com.au/


 

 

We will be adding the option of a theme to our bi-monthly competition for the remainder of the year. This 
option has been provided to allow opportunity for those wanting to challenge themselves to perhaps work 
outside of their usual genre or to practise the storytelling aspect of their photography. How will this work? 
1. You may still enter up to four images 
2. You may enter any combination of open or themed images within that entry e.g. 1 open and 3 themed, 2 
open and 2 themed, 4 open, 4 themed etc (as mentioned in above article on previous page) 
3. Points system remains the same 
4. Photo(s) of the month will be chosen from any photo (open and themed) within each grade level. 
5. Themed images may be in colour or black and white – completely up to you and what fits with your 
interpretation of the theme. 

 
The themes are as follows 
  

1. Reflections   Due March 10  
• Water reflections • Mirror reflections • Glass and window reflections • Reflections on an unusual 

surface eg spoon, sunglasses, • Natures reflections found in a pond, dewdrop or an animal’s eye. • 
Self reflection (emotional and symbolic) 

 

2. Nostalgia   Due May 10 
So much of our focus is on the latest and greatest, the new and improved. Nostalgia is a powerful theme 
that evokes memories, emotions, and a longing for the past. This topic brings the focus to things of old. For 
example;  
• Vintage objects, tools, buildings • Childhood memories • Old places and forgotten spaces • Personal 
memorabilia (letters, diaries, jewelry, film negatives, etc) • Vintage records and music posters • Cinematic 
and dreamy re-enactments of events 

 
3. It’s all about the light  Due July 10 
• Explore how light can shape mood texture and/or emotion in photography.  
For example: • Golden hour glow • Shadows and contrast • Backlighting and silhouettes • Artificial or neon 
lights • Bokeh and light orbs • Dramatic lighting illuminating parts of a subject • Coloured lights or gel filters 

 
 

4. Birds Eye View Due September 10 
• A bird’s-eye view perspective in photography can create unique, dramatic, and sometimes surreal 

compositions. For example: • Drone photography • High vantage point ie lookout etc • Food and flat lay 
photography • Literally what a bird is looking at 

 
5. Making the Ordinary Extraordinary Due November 10 
The theme "Making the Ordinary Extraordinary" is all about finding beauty, intrigue, or a new perspective in 
everyday subjects. For example: 
 • Macro Magic Making the Ordinary Extraordinary • Unique angles and perspectives – make an object look 
larger, smaller or abstract, simply by changing the shooting angle • Colour and contrast – draw attention by 
capturing a single bright object on a neutral scene. • Arrange ordinary items (cutlery, tools, buttons) into 
unexpected patterns 
 

 

 

Themes 



 

 

Workshops: 1st Thurs March, May, July, September, November

Meeting/Critiques: 1st Thurs April, June,August, October, December 

Dates for bi-monthly photo competitions entry: 10/3; 10/5; 10/7; 10/9/; 10/11

Bashir's monthly outings: 1st Tues of each month. Check fb page for details

Club outings: Different dates each month depending on activity planned. Check fb page



Submission 
Deadline 

For Meeting In Judge 

10th Jan February Fran Cross 
10th March April Glenda Worley 

10th  May June Maureen Carthy 

10th  July August Robert Cullen 
10th September October John Blessas 

10th November December Mel Sinclair 
Reserve  Cheryl Eagers 

Thanks to our judge this month Fran Cross from Hervey Bay who has taken time and effort to 
review and critique our images and give her written report.  We appreciate the time she has given. 
 
Glenda Worley is critiquing our next month’s images, and they are due for submission via the 
MyPhoto Club portal by 10th March. 
A reminder that the optional theme for these images is ‘Reflections. See page 6 for further details of 
this theme option. These can be any combination of theme or open, but a maximum of four images 
can be entered.  

Thank you 



  
 
 

 

 

 

Photos Awarded Gold & Photo of the Month 

 
 

Advanced Grade 
 

Congratulations 

Jennise Carr 

Awarded Gold & POM 

‘Wise Eyes’ 

Congratulations 

Stacey Nicholas 

Awarded Gold & POM 

‘Blossom’ 

Photos Awarded Gold 

Advanced Grade 
 



  

Congratulations 

Inge Blessas 

Awarded Gold  

‘Townsville Icons’ 

Congratulations 

Jeff Jones 

Awarded Gold  

‘Cup Day Two’ 

Photos Awarded Gold 

Advanced Grade 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

Deb Ford 

Awarded Gold  

‘Stories Untoldl’ 

Congratulations 

Belinda Eckford 

Awarded Gold  

‘Heart of Nature 1’ 

Photos Awarded Gold 

Advanced Grade 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

Ínge Blessas 

Awarded Gold  

‘The Arches’ 

Photos Awarded Gold 

Advanced Grade 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos Awarded Gold 
Intermediate Grade 

 

Congratulations 

Carolyn Smithson 

Awarded Gold  

‘Baamaapii - Until Later’ 

Photo Award Gold &Photo of the Month 

Intermediate Grade 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

Carolyn Smithson 

Awarded Gold  

‘Weeping Petals’ 

Congratulations 

Carolyn Smithson 

Awarded Gold  

‘Ballerina in the City’ 

Photos Award Gold  

Intermediate Grade 
 


