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From the PRESIDENT

Hello everyone,

Well the Mackay Show is over for another year. I'd like to extend a huge
word of gratitude to Head Steward, Jennise Carr for her leadership in
ensuring that it was a highly successful event. There were a number of
new categories that were well supported and securing sponsorship
enabled the prize money to be increased from previous years. | always
enjoy seeing the images displayed in printed form. | was also heartened
to see many images from members of the public who are not members of
any camera club. There was an overall increase in the number of images
submitted which is fabulous. Thank you to the volunteers, the sponsors,
the judges and the Show Society. I'd also like to extend a huge
congratulations to all the place getters from our club and also those from
Creative Shots Photo Club.

Thank you to Janice Terrill for her  Itis always a worthwhile event
workshop on Astro Photography.  and this year they raised money
Although | was unable to attend, the for brain cancer.
feedback has been extremely
positive. The photos | have seen from
the outing at Grasstree Beach look
fabulous.

Finally, please take note of the
upcoming external club
competitions and consider
entering some images.

I'd also like to extend a word of thanks
to members who volunteered to take
photos at the annual Breakaway
Charity Horse Ride  event. Sue

See you all soon,
Stay well


http://www.mackaycameragroup.com/
mailto:mkycameragroup@gmail.com

Mackay Show 2024 - Photography Section Results

Champion Colour Print - Elizabeth Butterworth

Champion Black & White /

Monochrome Print - Deb Ford
Grand Champion Print - Elizabeth Butterworth
People’s Choice Award - Belinda Eckford

Elizabeth we are all so very proud of you and thrilled for you to receive this accolade on your very first
entry into the Show! The judges made the comment that you have a ‘natural eye’ for composition and
were surprised and thrilled when told that you were a Novice photographer! Keep going, keep learning,
and you will continue to go from strength to strength!

Congratulations also to Deb on your wonderful result with Champion B&W/Monochrome image.

Great work as always!

The public voted overwhelmingly for Belinda’s Bee Buffet image. A fabulous outcome all round.

Searching for Knowledge before
Google — Elizabeth Butterworth

Light & Shadow — Deb Ford




Congratulations also to our other placegetters listed below.

What a great result from our club.
We sure have some talent in our midst, and we celebrate with you all!

Class Name Title Photographer Placing
People He’s Cactus! Sue Mayer-Miller 1st
Someone’s Got Deb Ford 2nd
Attitude
Time Passes Sue Mayer-Miller 3rd
B&W/ Light & Shadows Deb Ford 1st CHAMPION B&W /
Monochrome MONOCHROME
The Tackle Sue Mayer-Miller 2nd
Free to Dance Jennise Carr 3rd
Scapes Misty Morning Deb Ford 3rd
After the Storm Pamela Finger HC
Jungle Jewel Jacinta Pennisi HC
Nature What Do You Want Jennise Carr 2nd
My My What big eyes | Deb Ford HC
you have
The Queen Deb Ford HC
Creative Magic in the Meadow | Stacey Nicholas 1st
Coming of Age Stacey Nicholas 2nd
Florescence Stacey Nicholas 3rd
Street Connected or Deb Ford 1st
Photography | Disconnected
Urban Angles Deb Ford 2nd
Urban Break Deb Ford 3rd
The Chess Game Pamela Finger HC
Rural Iconic Aussie Scene Sue Mayer-Miller 3rd
Open Searching for Elizabeth 1st CHAMPION COLOUR
Knowledge before Butterworth PRINT
Google GRAND CHAMPION
PRINT
Wisdom in the Deb Ford 2nd
shadows
Looking Up Pamela Finger 3rd
Albatross Stacey Nicholas HC
Bee Buffet Belinda Eckford PEOPLE’S CHOICE -

OPEN




It's fantastic to see you getting the recognition you both deserve!

More Awards

Stacey Nicholas was awarded a Highly Commended in the Australian Photography Magazine's
Landscape competition for "Cyclone on the Horizon".

Jeff Jones has been awarded 3 Silver and 2 Bronze entries in the prestigious Peter Eastway's Better
Photography Magazine International Landscape Photography Competition.

Congratulations Stacey and Jeff!

Happy Birthday to...

We wish these members a wonderful
birthday this month.
We trust you have a fabulous day filled with
lots of love and photography!

Jacinta Pennisi 4th June
Bill Cameron 13th June
David Blackburn 14t June

UPCOMING EXTERNAL COMPETITIONS

Name of Opening | Closing Date | Location | Grades Categories

Comp Date

River City 3 June | 6% July Brisbane | A Grade & | 20 printed images Open Colour; Open

Print Non A chosen by club to B&W, Open

Interclub Grade submit Animals; Portrait;

Competition Open Non A Grade

(Enter as a

Club)

Qld 15t June | 12t August | Tweed A Grade & | Images may be colour | Architecture, Food

Interclub Heads Non A or monochrome Photography,

Competition 26t Sept Grade across all themes. Creative, Scapes,

(enteras a Online People, Non A

Club) Awards & Club to choose digital | Grade Open;
Presentation images to be Nature

submitted



https://www.facebook.com/BetterPhotographyMagazine?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVUCNwR2QZduEie51j90eGpLQ_6ODDgYAv-3nRSEat41fw9ZTfHHGBfXsqFI27GrUA5S9c5VL_m1HCnnxh1qwOyZIsvWCokGtfay-kKHwsXFfFHFtZv9OiP3t_QBy9SG7tKhnp2yLFlcZVJA4q3BSxOAZ0eUbgRb5y6iMt4zMKRQg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BetterPhotographyMagazine?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVUCNwR2QZduEie51j90eGpLQ_6ODDgYAv-3nRSEat41fw9ZTfHHGBfXsqFI27GrUA5S9c5VL_m1HCnnxh1qwOyZIsvWCokGtfay-kKHwsXFfFHFtZv9OiP3t_QBy9SG7tKhnp2yLFlcZVJA4q3BSxOAZ0eUbgRb5y6iMt4zMKRQg&__tn__=-%5dK-R

Thanks to our judge - We thank our image the way you have cropped, edited and
judge Maureen Carthy from Townsville who presented it, that’s fine.

critiqued our images this month and awarded
our levels. Maureen is an experienced judge
who specialises in Black & White/Monochrome
images. The judges take time and careful
consideration to critique your images, and we
are grateful for that.

Remember that if you are happy with your

The suggestions made are the judge’s opinions,
and if you are looking to improve, consider
these options, but just how you want your
image to be viewed is entirely up to you. Often
judges will make suggestions based entirely on
technical merit, whereas you might be trying
out a new artistic style.

MINIMALISM

Our next themed month is in October, and the theme then is MINIMALISM. Get your thinking caps on, and
whilst out and about, think about how you can showcase this theme. This could be using lots of negative
space, or a simple subject without clutter, background etc. It is quite different to how we usually look at
photographs, so put some thought into it, and get creative. You have a little time to work on this as images
are not due until 10th Sept. See the article below regarding some tips on photographing Minimalism.

DAILYPHOTOTIPS

MINIMALISM TIPS W

There is an enormous difference between the amount of information
presented within a photograph and the amount of content shown
within a picture. Visual content and information are not directly
proportional.

A picture can contain a multitude of informational layers while visually displaying a sparse amount of physical
elements. At its most basic level, this is the concept of minimalism in photography.

In a way, it is not necessarily the viewable content (positive space) that carries the information. Rather, it is how
the content within the photograph is presented that gets the job done. This leads us to the concept
of positive and negative space. When taking a minimalistic approach to composition, no matter the subject
matter, it becomes of paramount importance that you take into account how the empty space compliments the
positive, and vice versa.

A photograph that contains very little in terms of actual content can still convey a large amount of information
for the viewer. Going further, it could be argued that given the lack of physical distractions, your viewer is left
with a more engaging experience since they must inject their imagination into the photo to “complete the
puzzle.”

This means that a minimalistic photo can carry information that is wholly dependent on the viewer based on
their own experiences and subjective thought... which is a truly great thing.



Art Deco City Walk

18 May

Seven club members met our Guide, Nick for a walk
through our city heart area taking note of all the
wonderful Art Deco Buildings that we have in our city.

This was a very informative tour where we learned the
architectural history of some prominent buildings.
Once we began looking, we noticed several similar
styles featured in quite a few buildings. We took note
that there were groups of 3 sets of windows, 3 arches
in entry ways, and many other things like trim details,
and features within the brickwork.

We actually have the highest number of Art Deco style
buildings in our City than any other in Qld! We were
encouraged to appreciate all the features that we have
in our great city. Many buildings have been
modernised, but hiding behind the facade are the
original art deco finishes!

An addition to the tour — we stumbled upon the brand-
new mural in 7t Lane. What a surprise! A stunning
artwork highlighting the plight of bees disappearing
from our planet was literally just being revealed!

Nick proved to have an incredible wealth of knowledge
which he shared with us while we found the best angle
to snap the features that he referred to. Thanks,
Heather, for coordinating this outing. It was a great
afternoon, followed by a scrumptious dinner at
Sorbellos.

Photo credits
Heather Atkinson




Workshop - Astro

Thurs 16" May

We welcomed Janice Terrill to our meeting where she led
us in a really informative training session on all things

Astro.

She shared some fabulous images she had captured
earlier in the week of the Aurora lights that were
unexpectedly visible this far north. She took us through
the steps that we need to know prior to going out to
capture the milky way.

Some takaways for best chance of great shot:

A dark sky with no moon, clear skies

Select a great location — with good foreground
interest

Check weather forecast — know when and where the
Milky Way and moon will rise

Make sure you have all your necessary equipment
Know your camera settings — be able to change them
in the dark!

Know how to adjust your tripod in the dark

Keep your camera level

Remove camera straps from camera (they can flap in
the breeze and move your camera)

e Correct exposure is critical

e SetlSO to 3200

e Setlargest aperture on your lens

e Shutter speed will vary, depends on the
focal length of your lens and your
aperture.

e Photopills App can help with best
settings for each camera

e Use Manual focus. Move focus point to
a bright star or light in the distance.
Zoom in. Turn focus ring until light is as
small & sharp as possible.

e Zoom back out. Take the shot using
2sec timer or remote trigger.

A HUGE thank you to Janice for taking time
to prepare such an interesting and
informative evening and sharing your
knowledge and expertise with us so willingly.

Planned outing for Sat 1t June to put all this
learning into practice — weather permitting.

Keep watching our facebook page for details.
UPDATE: Outing was held on 8t June. Full
details in next newslsetter

Aurora Australis, Campwin Beach May 2024




Elizabeth’s Journey

Our fun, energetic, enthusiastic and fast learning
Elizabeth Butterworth shared a fabulous presentation
of her photographic journey with us. She shared that
while she has always had a passion for taking photos,
it’s only relatively recently that she has had equipment
that was passed on to her, and her journey of discovery
and learning to use the equipment effectively began.
She has challenged herself to grow, learn and keep
stretching by taking advantage of all workshops,
outings, and other opportunities that she possibly can.
She is never afraid to try new ways to do things, and
always “give it a go”. What a great inspiration
Elizabeth is, as she grabs hold of every opportunity to
learn and grow while supporting others.

Thanks so much for sharing your journey with us
Elizabeth.

Breakaway Charity Horse
Ride 25 May

BREAKAWAY

HORSE RIDERS CLUB

Gathering confidence, accepting the value of critiques, trying, trying.

On Saturday 25t May, Heather, Stacey,
Elizabeth, Jennise and Kerri met with the team
of 105 horses and riders, plus their support
crew at Marian Turf Farm, Brand Rd, Marian.
We started taking photos of the horses and
riders all decked out in their flashy outfits
while they waited for the ride to begin. The
fundraiser event this year was raising funds for
Brain Cancer research, and their colour theme
was grey. There was lots of bling, sparkly
grey/shiny fabrics and elaborate decorations
for the horses as well.

There were horses and riders of all sizes and
ages — from youngsters through to older folk
who have done this many times before. They
loved having their photos taken with their
precious animals.

The group left, and a couple of riders stopped
in at Nanyima Aged Care facility in Mirani and
then everyone stopped at the park in Mirani
for a well-earned break and refreshments.
Then it was a walk over the bridge and onto
Dows Creek. This was a really well-run event,
and we were happy to be a part of it.



Upcoming events

Oh Deere Farm Tour
OH DEERE FARM TOUR 06/07/2024

July 6th

 All the things to know about growing SAVE . .
sugar cane here in the Mackay THE Join us on this adventure at Calen. We have a tour
Region. Includes a walk through our th
Johin Daers raplaaiil A DATE booked at 10am on July 6" where we can learn
more about Sugar cane and check out the replica
» Toursarelncatee 8 Cost $50 pp John Deere museum. We will be shown from

cane farm and includes morning tea.
planting to harvesting, how it gets to the mills,

including some cane juicing, morning tea and
much more. Cost is $50 per person.

If you wish to carpool, meet at Mt Pleasant carpark
near KFC at 9am.

04/07/24 Meeting & Critique (Supper Heather) 7:00pm Sarina Room
06/07/24 Oh Deere Farm Tour Club Outing
10/07/24 Monthly Club Competition entries due

18/07/24 Workshop Night (Supper Heather) 7:00pm

28/07/24 Botanical Gardens Walkabout with Jennise | 7:00am Meet on the deck
looking for birds (external activity)

01/08/24 Meeting & Critique (Supper Elizabeth) 7:00pm Sarina Room
10/08/24 Monthly Club Competition entries due
15/08/24 Workshop Night (Supper Elizabeth) 7:00pm Sarina Room
5/09/24 Meeting & Critique (Supper Deb) 7:00pm Sarina Room
10/09/24 Club Competition entries due - theme

MINIMALISM
19/09/24 Workshop Night (Supper Deb) 7:00pm Sarina Room

03/10/24 Meeting & Critique (Supper Jennise)
10/10/24 Monthly Club Competition entries due

17/10/24 Workshop Night (Supper Jennise) 7:00pm
November | Display in Gordon White Library To be confirmed
07/11/24 Meeting & Critique (Supper Janene) 7:00pm
10/11/24 Monthly Club Competition entries due
December Display in Sarina Library To be confirmed
05/12/24 Meeting & Critique (Supper Heather & 7:00pm

Belinda)

12/12/24 MCG Celebration Dinner tba




Photo Awarded Gold &
Photo of the Month

Advanced Grade

Congratulations

Heather Atkinson

Awarded Gold & POM - Advanced
Grade

‘Ghost Gums’




Photos Awarded Gold

Advanced Grade

Congratulations

Deb Ford

Awarded Gold — Advanced Grade
‘Light & Shade’

Congratulations
Sue Mayer-Miller

Awarded Gold - Advanced Grade
‘The Tackle’




Congratulations

Deb Ford

Awarded Gold - Advanced Grade
‘Man versus Beast’

Congratulations
Deb Ford

Awarded Gold - Advanced Grade
‘On the Street’




Photos Awarded Gold &
Photo of the Month

Congratulations

David Blackburn

Awarded Gold & POM - Intermediate Grade
‘Pruning my Feathers’



Photos Awarded Gold

Intermediate Grade

Congratulations

Carol Connolly

Awarded Gold — Intermediate Grade
‘Anyhow’

» T
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PERE

Congratulations

Malcolm Griffin

Awarded Gold — Intermediate Grade
‘Reflections’




Photo Awarded Gold
& Photo of the Month
Novice Grade

Congratulations

Elizabeth Butterworth
Awarded Gold — Novice Grade
‘Undertaking my Dental Care’



