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Regular club meetings: How to Connect:

7:00pm ~ 1st Thursday of each month Mail: Mackay Camera Group Ing,

PO Box 699, Mackay Qld 4740
‘Sarina Room’ Jubilee Community Centre,
Alfred Street, Mackay Web: www.mackaycameragroup.com

Workshops - 3rd Thursday of each month Email: mkycameragroup@gmail.com

Outings and excursions: arranged on a regular Facebook: Mackay Camera Group Inc
basis

Your Executive Team:

President Sue Mayer-Miller 0447 922 331
Vice President Deb Ford 0417 795 445
Treasurer Heather Atkinson 0437 549 370
Secretary Jennise Carr 0417 199 476
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From the President’s Pen

kit

('4 It was so great to see such a good turn-out at our Boulder Creek outing a couple of weeks
ago. The water in the creek was flowing and then the sausages on the bbqg were cooking. We all
had such a great time and there was a great deal of chatter and camaraderie between members. We only
had one unfortunate mishap but I’'m pleased to say that Pamela’s camera has made a full recovery after
its tumble into the creek.

Nature and Wildlife photographer Michael Snedic will be running two workshops in Mackay - one on the
weekend of 19™ & 20" June and one on Monday & Tuesday 21t & 22" June. Michael is an accomplished,
published and highly regarded nature and wildlife photographer. There are limited places and the
weekend one is already full. Anybody else still wishing to attend on the weekend will need to go onto a
waiting list. There are still places available on the Monday/Tuesday workshop.

We are also hoping to run more workshops with different presenters later in the year and will let you
know when we have more information.

We have been asked to display some of our images at the Barrier Reef Bridge Congress over the May Day
long weekend. We will be using our club frames (we have 24) to display the images. As this is short notice,
please bring along printed images to our workshop night on 15" April. Images are to have been taken in
the Mackay area. This is an opportunity to re-use some images that you may have displayed at library
exhibitions or you may want to get some printed.

Please remember to include your name and the image title, as labels will need to be printed. You may
also offer your images for sale if you wish (printed image for sale, not the frames!)

Once again, we will be entering the CQ/NQ challenge. This is a friendly competition between clubs north
of Rockhampton and there will be 2 challenges in the year. The theme for the first one is black & white
botanical. You can submit up to 3 digital images for consideration, to the club’s email address.

Closing date for images to be sent through is 9t May. Details in the newsletter.

To coincide with the challenge, the next botanical gardens walkabout on 24t April will have the theme of
Black & White Botanical. This will be a great way of getting in some practice. Bookings essential.

| look forward to seeing everyone at the next workshop on 15 April.

Sue Mayer-Miller, President

Elizabeth Butterworth, Annette (Nette) Gerdes and Bashir Gabriel. We

are so glad that you have decided to join us. We look forward to getting
@ to know you and to share your photography journey!

Please don’t be afraid to ask if there is something we can help you with!




This segment is designed to help us get to know one another a little more

Spotlighting today

Anne Palfrey: | have been a bit of a nomad until my husband, Kim and | moved to
Mackay around 27 years ago. Before that we were with the military, so | have lived in
all states of Oz except for Sth Australia and also spent 2 years in Papua New Guinea,
but will always be a Queenslander at heart.

| started in photography many years ago with a manual Nikon SLR but lost the plot
when digital came into the equation as | found it hard to get my head around it all,
particularly with the computer side which is why | love to take photos but then do little else with them.

My passion is travelling to destinations to see and photograph wildlife and nature whether it is at home
in Australia or in the wilds overseas. | did my first overseas trip the year | turned 50 when | backpacked
in Europe for 7 weeks with my daughter but it took me 12 months to settle down after returning home
as | had discovered the travel bug. | have been lucky enough to travel to Africa twice and also Alaska,
plus parts of Europe, UK, China and South America. The most exciting adventures of my life (except for
the marriage and having children one) was walking parts of the Great Wall of China, without the
crowds, and sitting filming amongst the gorillas in Rwanda. Takes a bit to beat that but I’'m working on
it. | have learned from visiting these places to remember to sometimes put my camera down and just
enjoy the moment, not just through the view finder but to see the whole picture in all its glory.

Churches and ancient buildings are fine, but for me, give me an elephant or a gorilla in the wild and I’'m
happiest, although camping in our central deserts and seeing the sunrise and sunsets takes some
beating.

| also enjoy being a member of MCG, meeting likeminded people and learning from them as there is
always something new to discover.

This month we wish a super

Happy Birthday
to

Lynnie Hutchins - 2"
Nicole Attard - 5th
Greg Rabnott - 14t

We trust you have a fabulous day!




For Sale:

John Pickup has a Nikon D300 with some lenses for sale. He will accept any reasonable offer and will be able
to show it to anyone interested when he is next in Mackay - probably at the end of May. Contact Sue or
Jennise for further details, if you wish to contact John regarding this sale

Photography Tips & Tutorials
f@’\ CHECK THESE OUT
0

Below are some links to resources to help with your photography journey.
. Why not check out their sites for regular hints, tips, and great articles — free of charge!

https://www.Digital-Photography-School.com

https://expertphotography.com

https://clicklovegrow.com.au

https://www.photoreview.com.au/competitions/photo-challenge/

search for @digiDirect on Facebook or Messenger

|_| G HT R U U M Lightroom Virtual Summit

VIRTUAL SUMMIT 2021

Matt Kloskowski and Dave Cross are organizing a 5 day virtual Lightroom conference from
May 3 - May 7. This event is sponsored by Adobe, and twenty instructors will be covering a
wide range of topics in 40 classes, and it's FREE to attend. It is an online event, and sessions
will be available for 48 hours, so you can watch them when you are able to within the 48hr
period. Links will be emailed to you, so you MUST REGISTER PRIOR TO THE EVENT if you are

interested in attending.
Don’t miss this great opportunity to have some free tuition!

You can see further details, and sign up by clicking here. (use CTL+Click to access link)
(CMD+Click for Mac) or go to https:/www.lightroomsummit.com/



https://expertphotography.com/
https://clicklovegrow.com.au/
about:blank
https://lightroomqueen.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=193b53c1a54b97b57a83a04ff&id=cb62d69eb8&e=8792f905ef

Here are some tips to help you take tack-sharp images.

A sharp photograph results from several factors- all of which
are of equal importance. These factors are: properly holding PHOTZY.COM
the camera, enough DOF, the lowest ISO setting possible, and i

a fast enough shutter speed to prevent camera shake. whlﬂﬂﬂﬂh
Memx 21em /583 x 827

BEFORE SHOOTING

e PICK A MID-LEVEL APERTURE
f/5.6 to f/8 is a safe spot to give you enough depth-of-field [DOF) with most lenses.

e HOLD THE CAMERA STEADY
Make sure that your arms are always in a comfortable position, with your elbows
resting on your sides, legs or a steady surface. If not possible, use a tripod.

* MIND THE ISO
Use a low to mid (200 to 640] ISO range to allow a good exposure, along with
a proper shutter speed, and a mid-level aperture. A noisy image at higher ISO
settings, may seem to appear unsharp.

_\ * SHUTTER SPEED AND FOCAL LENGTH
When handholding the camera, the shutter speed shouldn’t be slower than the
focal length of the lens in use. This rule does not apply if using a tripod.

| Telephoto - 70mm [l % Wide angle - 28mm
| Shutter Speed: 1/80 and faster || |5 Shutter Speed: 1/30 and faster
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* This information should be taken as a general reference guide, since the results may vary depending on camera and lens models.

BASIC CAMERA OPERATION




SPECIAL EVENTS

MICHAEL SNEDIC WORKSHOP — MACKAY - JUNE

Update to the below: Places on the weekend workshop are full but a
waiting list has been established. There are still a few places left on the
Monday and Tuesday workshop. Get in quick so you don’t miss out!

Michael Snedic is a well-known nature and wildlife photographer and he has offered to come to
Mackay in June to run 2 day workshops. He will offer a 2 day workshop on Saturday 19th June
and Sunday 20th June and then will repeat the workshop for other participants on Monday 21st
and Tuesday 22nd June. The limit for each workshop is 15 people. The exact cost will be
determined by the number of participants and we will also contribute some of the grant money
we have received. We estimate the cost to be somewhere between $220 and $295 per person
(plus GST). For now, we need to obtain expressions of interest. If you are interested, could you
please let us know via email to mkycameragroup@gmail.com your preference from the following:

1. Weekend workshop on 19th & 20th June
2. Monday & Tuesday workshop on 21st and 22nd June
3. Either workshop is OK with me

Please remember there is a limit for each workshop of 15 people, so get in quick. This is a
combined workshop with Creative Shots Club and Mackay Camera Group Inc.

Here is a link to Michael's website: www.https://michaelsnedic.com/

MAGNETIC ISLAND PHOTOGRAPHIC ADVENTURE -
28th - 31st May

Join fellow club members in a Photographic Adventure to Magnetic Island. Sunrise, Sunset,
lots of rock formations, old forts and animals to photograph. Not to mention a Jetty! Let
Heather know if you intend to join us or need more information. Book your own
accommodation. Many have booked already in the Nelly Bay region. A Cabin has been
booked, that is 2 bedroom /2 bathroom, shared kitchen, and lounge. One bedroom is
available for someone if they would like to share. See Jennise if interested in sharing this
cabin. See the MCG Inc Closed Group on facebook page for further links to available tours,
accommodation, and so much more info! It’s going to be epic!




COMPETITIONS

PSQ CQ/NQ INTERCLUB COMPETITION.

Deb is our Competition Coordinator, and is organising the PSQ CQ/NQ Interclub
Competition which is being hosted by the Far North Qld Photographers Club, Cairns.

Title: Round 1

Category: Black and White Botanic

Definition: Black and white photography using different tones of gray, ranging
from white to dark, to create compelling images. The main focus of
the photo must be botanic in nature.

Images for Selection: Digital files by 09/05/21

How to submit: Files to be renamed: Image Name_Your Name

Size: Long side: 1920 pixels x 1200 pixels wide.
If square 1200 pixels each side including any border. Larger
images will be disqualified.
Maximum file size to be no larger than 2mb. Images to be in sSRGB
format. If you have difficulty with resizing, contact us for
assistance.
Email to: mkycameraclub@gmail.com.au

Entries to CQ/NQ: 16/05/21

Should a person belong to more than one club,
they will only be allowed to have images submitted by ONE CLUB.

Title: Round 2

Category. Colour — Negative Space

Definition: Negative space photography uses the space that is usually not the
primary focus and uses it to fill in most of the composition. The
negative space commands more attention than the positive space
and creates a unique perspective. It also adds definition and can
create strong emotions.
Further details posted closer to the time.

MACKAY SHOW - June

Be planning now to enter some of your fabulous images into the local Mackay Show.
Entries close 4" June.



mailto:mkycameraclub@gmail.com.au

BARRIER REEF BRIDGE CONGRESS DISPLAY

We have a terrific opportunity to display images of our local region at the Barrier Reef Bridge Congress at
the 500 Pavilion. This event will take place on 1/3 May. If you have any images that have been taken in
Mackay and its surrounding areas feel free to submit them for this display. This is an awesome
opportunity to re-use some of the printed images that you have exhibited previously, as the display will
be on the club’s boards and frames at the congress. As time is short for this, can you please bring your
prints to the April meeting on 15 and let me know by email beforehand if you have any to submit so we
can ascertain if we will have enough images for the display. We will require around 12 images. Please
ensure you have your name and the image name with the print as labels will need to be printed. What a
fantastic opportunity this is to showcase our great images of the local area, and you are able to offer your

image for sale, if you wish! Get them ready now!

WORKSHOP - 15t April — Competition Ready with Damian Walls.
Damian will present a workshop with hints, tips, suggestions, and everything else you need to know to
present your beautiful images ready for competition entry. Don’t miss this one! Also Deb Ford will

present some Botanical information to assist you with upcoming competitions.

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Event Date
15/04/21

15/04/21
06/05/21

09/05/21

10/05/21
15/05/21
20/05/21

04/06/21
10/06/21
10/06/21

16/06/21
28-31/05/21
03/06/21
19-20/06/21
20-21/06/21

Event

Workshop — ‘Competition Ready’
Macro info —

Bring Prints to meeting

Regular Meeting

Digital Images to club email for
NQ/CQ Competition (B&W)
Submit Digital Images for Judging
Charity Horse Ride

Workshop

‘Working in Bulb Mode’

Entries for Mackay Show close
Submit Digital Images for Judging
Judging of Open Section

Shoot the Show Fireworks

Magnetic Island Adventure
Meeting

Michael Snedic Workshop

Michael Snedic Workshop

Hosted by

Damian Walls

Deb Ford

Barrier Reef Bridge Congress

MCG

Jason — Eye_kaptured

Mackay Show Photography
Competition
MCG Outing
MCG Outing

MCG, CSC
MCG, CSC

Contact
Heather

Sue

Deb

Sue
Deb
Heather

Heather
Heather

Sue
Sue




March Recap

March 18" Workshop. our workshop in March was designed to
assist you to get off “Auto” setting on your camera. Heather had prepared
a slide presentation that explained the basics of the camera settings and
necessary equipment. Handouts were available for members to keep as
reference material. Lots of discussion ensued and questions were
answered. Thanks Heather for your work in that presentation. Notes from
this workshop are available on the Mackay Camera Groups (Closed Group)
Facebook page, in the “Files” tab. Lots of resources are in there, so take
time to check it out. If you are having trouble accessing this private group,
please contact us, and we’ll help you.

e David and Carmen Blackburn shared with us a little of their
‘ "'“ii photography journey together. They said how great it was to share this
journey together, explore new places, spend their recreational time
together, and learn together. Downside... Carmen said she often has to find
a new perspective for a shot so they don’t present the same image for
competitions! Thank you to you both for sharing your enthusiasm and zest

for photography with us. It was a great evening.

OUTING TO BOULDER CREEK. We had a fabulous turnout - 14 people travelled to Mt
Charlton and then on to Boulder Creek on Saturday 20™". John Blessas showed us some special spots
where we practiced our skills. We shared, assisted, snapped and walked together. Sadly, there was an
incident where a camera and owner took a watery tumble. Great news, after a patiently waiting week, it
has dried and appears to be working well again! We followed up with a BBQ sausage sizzle and more
time to chat and share together. Thanks everyone for helping make it a great afternoon and evening.
What a fabulous friendly club we have!




Quarter Club Winner

Theme: Movement in Water

Congratulations Anne Palfrey
‘Icy Mood’
Winner - Quarter Club April




Photo of the Month - A Grade

Congratulations Heather Atkinson
‘It’'s My Bike’
Photo of the Month - A Grade




Photo of the Month - B Grade

Congratulations Jennise Carr
“Got a Hairbrush?’
Photo of the Month — B Grade

Many thanks to our judge
Gerry Gibson PSQA —
Caloundra who judged our
images this month.




Photo Judging — Gold A Grade

A GRADE PHOTO
JUDGING RESULTS
April 2021

Gold

Deb Ford

Lynnie Hutchins x2
Heather Atkinson

Silver

Sue Mayer-Miller
Heather Atkinson x2
David Blackburn x2
Susan Teder x2
Lynnie Hutchins
Deb Ford x2

Congratulations Deb Ford

Bronze

David Blackburn x2
Lynnie Hutchins
Sue Mayer-Miller x3
Heather Atkinson
Deb Ford

Susan Teder x2

Awarded Gold — A Grade
‘Beauty is in the Eye of the
Beholder’

Congratulations
Lynnie Hutchins

Awarded Gold — A Grade
‘Blooming Beauty’




Congratulations
Lynnie Hutchins

Awarded Gold — A Grade
‘A Fine Poser’

Congratulations
Heather Atkinson

Awarded Gold —
A Grade
‘It’'s My Bike’




Photo Judging — Gold B Grade

B GRADE PHOTO
JUDGING RESULTS
April 2021

Gold
Belinda Eckford
Jennise Carr

Silver

Belinda Eckford
Carmen Blackburn x3
Jennise Carr

Bronze

Belinda Eckford x2
Carmen Blackburn
Jennise Carr x2

Congratulations
Belinda Eckford

Awarded Gold — B Grade
‘Paronella Park Falls’

Congratulations
Jennise Carr

Awarded Gold — B Grade
‘Got a Hairbrush?”




