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EXPOSURE NEWSLETTER 

DECEMBER 2020 
 

  

CLUB MEETINGS 

MEETS THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 7PM AT THE 
SARINA ROOM, JUBILEE COMMUNITY CENTRE, ALFRED STREET, 
MACKAY. 

WORKSHOPS ARE SCHEDULED THE THIRD THURSDAY OF EACH 
MONTH. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hello everyone, 
 
Welcome to the last newsletter for 2020. What a year it’s been! Despite all the 
setbacks with Covid restrictions necessitating workshop cancellations and online 
meetings, we have had an amazingly successful year. It has been fantastic how 
members have been flexible with arrangements and have kept up their enthusiasm 
in good spirit. What a great club we have, with a great bunch of people. 
 
Some standout memories of the year have been the trip to Charters Towers, the 
workshops that we were able to go ahead with and the early morning photoshoots to 
catch the sunrise.  
 
I’d like to thank every member for their support and enthusiasm and in particular I’d 
like to thank the Executive - Karen O’Keefe in the role of Vice President, Jennise 
Carr as Secretary & occasional Newsletter Editor and Heather Atkinson as Treasurer 
& Workshop/outings Coordinator. A huge thank you also goes to Lenore Hansen in 
the role of Newsletter Editor, Facebook Coordinator and Competition 
Coordinator/Scorekeeper and Kathleen Brand as Competition Coordinator and 
Website Coordinator. There is a lot of work that goes on behind the scenes to keep 
the club running smoothly and we need to remember that all these people give their 
time voluntarily. We are all hugely grateful for this. Special thanks also extend to all 
our judges, both external and those in Mackay - Damo, John B, Inge, Cheryl and 
Royce. 
 
At our last meeting, we voted to continue having our meetings and workshops on 
Thursday evenings. The first meeting which includes the AGM will be on 4th 
February 2021.  
 
Both A and B grade judging will be digital next year and I remind everyone to upload 
a maximum of 4 images by the 10th January. The information on uploading images 
is on the website. There is also a tab to indicate whether you are entering your 
images for A grade or B grade. If you have any difficulty with this process, please 
contact any A grade member who is experienced in the process. The judges have 
been locked in for the year and the list has been sent out.  
 
Finally, I wish each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. Stay safe and I look forward to seeing you all in 2021. 
 
A quote to finish on, by Imogen Cunningham “Which of my photographs is my 
favourite? The one I’m going to take tomorrow” 
 
Cheers, 
Sue. 
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NOVEMBER HAPPENINGS 

• RESULTS - PSQ CQ-NQ Interclub Challenge 2020  

Huge congratulations to Jeff Jones for taking out the overall champion image as well 
as a Silver award. Also, congratulations to Deb Ford and Heather Atkinson for 
receiving Bronze awards. All results can be seen here 
  

 
 

Champion Image – Extasea by Jeff Jones 
 

 
 

Silver Award – Hungry Sea by Jeff Jones 
 

http://www.psq.org.au/cq-nq-challenge-icm-oct-2020.html
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Bronze Award – Alone by Deb Ford 
 

 
 

Bronze Award – Still Waters by Heather Atkinson 
 

• Long Exposure Workshop and Outing 
 
Jeff Jones presented a well-informed workshop on the 19 November on taking long 
exposures which was attended by a number of members interested in developing 
their skills in this genre of photography. Jeff finished off the night by presenting a 
series of images he has taken over the course of the year at his favorite haunts; 
Lamberts Beach, Dolphin Heads and East Point. The workshop was then followed by 
an early morning sunrise shoot at Blacks Beach, and breaky at the Rural View 
Maccas. 
 
Thanks again Jeff, I’m sure all our members got a lot out of your workshop and were 
able to put into practice your hints and tips on capturing that nice silky water look, 
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and moving clouds you so elegantly capture in your images. Here are a couple of 
images from the early morning outing from some members. 
 

 
 

Image taken by Jennise Carr 
 

 
 

Image taken by Lenore Hansen 
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David Blackburn in action at the sunrise shoot. Image taken by Heather Atkinson 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

• Deb Ford – Shortlisted in the Australian Photography Awards Wildlife 

category. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 2021 

• The Annual General Meeting 4 February 2021 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 4 February 2021. Nominations for all 
Executive positions need to be submitted before 21 January 2021.  

 

Competitions Co-Ordinator Report 2020  

by Kathleen Brand 

Over the year we have had 11 accredited PSQ judges critique the A Grade images. 

Whilst they all had positive comments and suggestions, several of the judges voiced 

some concerns and perhaps improvements we should look at going forward next 

year. The two main areas that they indicated were: 

1. Some of the images submitted in A Grade, in their opinion, were not up to the 

standard that an A Grade image should be; 

2. The levels set out in the judging criteria guidelines of the club, that is given to 

each judge, were found to be limited and restrictive.  

Their opinions. 

1. Regarding the standard of images 

a) They stated that all images need to have some post processing done to them, 

whether that is basic adjustments such as highlights and/or shadow and a 

general clean-up of the image. If these simple steps were done, then some 
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images could be scored at a higher level and would be acceptable for A Grade 

level. 

 

2. Regarding the guidelines  

a) Most judges made comment on the limited scope of room they had to move in.  If 

they had a broader range to make their decision on, they could give a much 

better measure of score. 

 

Many felt there should be more levels with some suggestions saying up to 6-9 levels.  

That being from honors, merit, highly commended, commended, acceptance and 

non-acceptance etc. (Refer PSQ guidelines).  These are the suggested scoring 

guidelines in the updated judge’s handbook on the PSQ website.  While this is only a 

suggestion, there are other scoring systems that could also be looked at that would 

provide a similar content. 

 

There was one judge who had drawn my attention to a particular line in the current 

guidelines that states “All the entries you have received are from our A Grade 

member.  These members have determined that their work meets the highest level 

within our club, and they have achieved a high-level of technical and artistic skill “. 

 

While some of that may be true, this judge felt that we are making a judgement on 

our own images and standard.  It was also stated this was not a good path to take, 

rather the images should be critiqued by a qualified judge and not the author 

themselves to ascertain the grading level. 

While all the judges were happy with the open category, some thought that perhaps 

a themed month or two would also challenge the group.  We did have one month this 

year that was a special request from one of the judges for Monochrome only, and 

this seemed to be well accepted with the A Grade. 

It was also stated that perhaps we should be uploading all levels A & B Grade in the 

club to that one judge each month. That way the judge would see the quality of the 

levels to help with their scoring/judgment. 

I want to state that these are not my opinions, but the feedback and genuine concern 

that has come from the judges throughout the course of the year. 

Changes in 2021 

The Club will remain with two grades; A Grade and B Grade. 

Following the vote last month, meetings will continue on a Thursday evening, with 

workshops every second Thursday. 

Both A Grade and B Grade competitions will be digital for 2021.  

If B Grade members do not want to participate in the digital competition, print copies 

can be brought along to meetings to be critiqued by members but no points will be 

awarded. 

http://www.psq.org.au/uploads/9/2/9/2/92924276/2020-11-26_psq_judges_manual.pdf
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All images are to be downloaded via the club webpage by the10th of each month. 

Please ensure you select the Grade you are entering prior to clicking the “submit” 

button. 

Please use the title of your image as the file name. 

All files must be jpg and no larger than 2MB. 

Please refer to the following procedure if you get stuck, or contact an A Grade 

member to assist you if you experience problems. 

2020 Annual Club Competition Results and 

Awards Night 

A huge congratulations to all club members. In spite of the difficulties with COVID 
restrictions this year, club members had a mammoth year with a total of 615 images 
submitted for judging and critique.  
 
A special congratulations to the award winners who were honored at the dinner and 
awards ceremony on Thursday night. 
 
Congratulations to Lenore Hansen, Champion A grade winner and shared recipient 
of the Kev McCane Memorial Photographer of the Year Trophy.  
 
Congratulations to Karen O’Keefe, Champion B grade winner and shared recipient of 
the Kev McCane Memorial Photographer of the Year Trophy.  
 
Congratulations to Susan Teder for the most improved award.  
 
Congratulations to Kathleen Brand and Deb Ford for 2nd and 3rd place getters in A 
grade.  
 
Congratulations to Susan Teder and Carmen Blackburn for 2nd and 3rd place 
getters in B grade.  
 
Special Congratulations to John Blessas for being awarded Life Membership. 
 
We were very honored to award John Blessas with life membership. John was 
instrumental in the continuing success of the club until he stepped down as 
President at the end of 2018. We owe him a great deal of gratitude.  John joined the 
club in 2009, was Vice President from 2011 to 2014 and President from 2014 to 
2018. He was the workshop coordinator from 2011 to 2018. John was also the 
Mackay Show Steward for photography from 2012 to 2019. He ran the PSQ with 
Marg Hamwood in 2013 and has been a PSQ Accredited Judge for many years. 
Above all, he has been a mentor to many. Congratulations John 

http://www.mackaycameragroup.com/advanced-grade-remote-judging-form.html
http://www.mackaycameragroup.com/uploading-images.html
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Award Recipients for 2020 

L to R back row - John Blessas (Life Membership), Lenore 

Hansen (A Grade Winner), Karen O’Keefe (B Grade 

Winner), Kathleen Brand (2nd placing A Grade), Susan 

Teder (2nd placing B Grade), Front row - Deb Ford (3rd 

placing A Grade) and Carmen Blackburn (3rd placing B 

Grade) Photo Credit Jennise Carr 
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Celebrations and smiles! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

John and Pam in deep conversation..

Carmen 3rd placing B Grade

Karen and Lenore A & B Grade 
Winners for 2020

Kathleen snd 
placing A 

Grade

Susan  - Most Improved for 
2020

Deb 3rd placing in A Grade   

John Blessas after receiving his Life 

Membership 

iPhone Images contributed by Pamela Finger 

and Sue Mayer-Miller 
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PHOTO JUDGING RESULTS – DECEMBER 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

A GRADE 

Gold 

Kathleen Brand (2) 

Deb Ford 

 

Silver 
Heather Atkinson  
Kathleen Brand (2) 
Deb Ford 
Lenore Hansen (3) 
Lynnie Hutchins (2) 
 

Bronze 
Heather Atkinson 
David Blackburn  
Deb Ford (2) 
Lenore Hansen 
Sue Mayer-Miller (2) 
 

Acceptances 
Heather Atkinson (2) 
David Blackburn (3) 
Lynnie Hutchins 
Sue Mayer-Miller (2) 
 
Photo of the Month 
“Lorikeet Portrait” 
by Deb Ford 
 
Judge – Elizabeth 
Kodela, 
EFIAP/BMAPS 
GPU2CR SAPS 
PSQA 
 
 

 

Gold Image – Photo of the Month 

Lorikeet Portrait- Deb Ford 

Gold Image 

A place to stay – Kathleen Brand 
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Gold Image 

Mirabella - Kathleen Brand 
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B GRADE 

Gold 

Carmen Blackburn 

(3) 

Jennise Carr 

Carol Connolly 

Belinda Eckford (2) 

Karen O’Keefe (2) 

Susan Teder (3) 

 

Silver 
Carmen Blackburn 
Jennise Carr 
Carol Connolly 
Belinda Eckford 
Karen O’Keefe 
SusanTeder 
Elaine Nicholson 
Janine Franklin (2) 
 

Bronze 
Jennise Carr (2) 
Carol Connolly (2) 
Belinda Eckford 
Karen O’Keefe 
Elaine Nicholson (3) 
Janine Franklin (2) 
 
 
Photo of the Month 
“Pink” by Jennise Carr 
 
Judge – Damian Walls 
 
Note – not all Gold 
Images have been 
displayed this month. 
 

 

Gold Image 

Just in Bloom- Carmen Blackburn 

Gold Image - Photo of the Month 

Pink – Jennise Carr 
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Gold Image 

She sells Seashells – Carmen 

Blackburn 

Gold Image 

Fuchsia Freshness – Susan Teder 
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Gold Image 

Fire Haze – Susan Teder 

Gold Image 

Tides Out – Susan Teder 
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RECAP OF 2020 PHOTO’S OF THE MONTH FOR A AND B GRADE 

FEBRUARY 

 

A GRADE - “Waiting” by Sue Mayer-Miller 

 

B GRADE – “Mango with Children” by Karen O’Keefe 
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MARCH 

 

A GRADE - “Mothers Work” – Kathleen Brand 

 

B GRADE - “Lady in Car” by Susan Teder 
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APRIL 

 

A GRADE – “Quick grab the ladder” by Lenore Hansen 

NO B GRADE IMAGES SUBMITTED IN APRIL DUE TO COVID 
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MAY 

 

A GRADE – “Garden Visitor” by Lenore Hansen 

 

 

B GRADE – “Pumpkin Still Life” by Karen O’Keefe 
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JUNE 

 

A GRADE – “Lookout Duty” by Heather Atkinson 

 

B GRADE – “BAY OF FIRES’ by SusanTeder 
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JULY 

 

A GRADE – “Ugly Bug” by Lynnie Hutchins 

 

B GRADE – “Petals” by Jennise Carr 
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AUGUST 

 

A GRADE – “The Shallows” by Lenore Hansen 

 

B GRADE – “Fish Eye” by Karen O’Keefe 
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SEPTEMBER 

 

A GRADE – “Please Mr Please” by Lenore Hansen 

 

B GRADE – “Turkey Nest” by Susan Teder 
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OCTOBER 

 

A GRADE – “Contemplation” by Heather Atkinson 

 

B GRADE – “Morning Jewels” by Carol Connolly 
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NOVEMBER 

 

A GRADE – “Sunshine on a Stem” by Lynnie Hutchins 

 

B GRADE – “Calf a Latte” by Carol Connolly 
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B GRADE – “Rose from my Garden” by Carmen Blackburn 
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DECEMBER 

 

A GRADE – “Lorikeet Portrait” by Deb Ford 

 

B GRADE – “Pink” by Jennise Carr 
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Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 


