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Exposure  
Newsletter for the  

   
 

 
Regular club meetings: 
 

How to Connect: 

7:00pm ~ 1st Thursday of each month  
 

Mail:  Mackay Camera Group Inc,  
 PO Box 699, Mackay Qld 4740 

‘Sarina Room’  Jubilee Community Centre, 
Alfred Street, Mackay 
 

 
Web: www.mackaycameragroup.com 

Workshops  - 3rd Thursday of each month Email:  mkycameragroup@gmail.com 

Outings and excursions:  arranged on a regular 
basis 
 

Facebook: Mackay Camera Group Inc 

  
 
  

December, 2021 

Your Executive Team: 
 

P r e s i d e n t   S u e  M a y e r - M i l l e r   0 4 4 7  9 2 2  3 3 1  

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t   D e b  F o r d   0 4 1 7  7 9 5  4 4 5  

T r e a s u r e r  H e a t h e r  A t k i n s o n  0 4 3 7  5 4 9  3 7 0  

S e c r e t a r y  J e n n i s e  C a r r    0 4 1 7  1 9 9  4 7 6  

 

 

http://www.mackaycameragroup.com/
mailto:mkycameragroup@gmail.com
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Hello everyone, 
 
Welcome to the last newsletter of 2021. What an amazing year it's been. So many club events, outings, trips 
away, workshops and interclub challenges. We can be so proud of our achievements  but most of all we can 
celebrate our ongoing improvements and our very positive encouragement for each other. 
 
I'd like to thank every single club member for their support, enthusiasm and willingness to help out when 
needed.  In particular I'd like to express my deep gratitude to Deb Ford in her role as Vice President and 
external competition coordinator; Jennise Carr as Secretary and newsletter editor; and Heather Atkinson as 
Treasurer, workshops, outings and facebook coordinator. We have built a strong team and I value the work we 
have done together as well as the friendship that we have formed. I also wish to thank Greg Rabnott who has 
been working quietly behind the scenes to keep the website up to date and Susan Teder for allowing us to 
keep those boxes of frames at her workplace. 
 
This has been the first year that both A and B grade images have been judged externally - a process that I 
believe has worked well. I'd like to thank all the judges who have spent their time critiquing our images. We 
noticed how the judges were quite varied in their comments and awards and all this contributes to our growth 
and to our learnings. We plan to continue that process in 2022 and encourage members to submit images for 
judging. 
 
And a quote to ponder on...."Great photography is about depth of feeling, not depth of field" (Peter Adams) 
 
Finally, I want to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I look forward to catching up with 
you all in 2022. 
 

Cheers 
Sue 
 

***  Our next meeting is AGM 3rd February, 2022   *** 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We give thanks to Sue, our President who has gone about 
her role with calm efficiency.  We thank you for the many 
hours you have dedicated to the club throughout the year, 
striving to make our club the caring and teaching club that 
it has become.   Thank You! 

From the President’s Pen    
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Our Club is made up of many folk doing lots of things behind the scene to make things 
happen. 
 
As stated above, thanks Sue as our President, for all you have done, both the obvious that 
we know of, plus all the many hours behind the scenes! 
 
Thanks to Deb Ford, as Sue’s Vice-President, and chief “Welcomer of New Folk”.  You have 
done a remarkable job of getting alongside the new folk so well, to welcome them, and 
catch up with them and encourage them.  Thank You! 
 
Heather Atkinson, for keeping our books well maintained, efficiently and accurately.  Also 
for organizing the Workshops and Outings that you have done over the year.  We have had 
a great variety of these, with lots of opportunities to learn and grow – as individuals, as 
well as together as a group.  We thank you for that! 
 
Thanks Jennise Carr for attending to our correspondence, and preparing the minutes and 
Newsletter each month.  Editors note:  I have enjoyed doing up the newsletter as it allows 
me to have a little creative license, and have received positive feedback, so trust you are 
enjoying it too!  
 
Thanks Greg Rabnott for keeping our website in check, and to Susan Teder for allowing us 
storage of our frames at her business premises. 
 
Thanks also to everyone who contributed monthly images for critique.  Without 
everyone’s submissions, there would be no competition!  I hope that you have all been 
able to learn from each of the critiques given, and are able to apply these lessons to your 
images to help improve your photography.  What a great year we have had! 
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COMPETITION WINNERS FOR THE YEAR 
 

Huge Congratulations to our overall winners for the year 

 

A Grade Winner – Deb Ford 
with the highest number of accumulated points for the year 

 

2nd Place – Lynnie Hutchins 
3rd Place – Heather Atkinson 

 

B Grade Winner - Carmen Blackburn 
  with the highest number of accumulated points for the year 

 
2nd place – Belinda Eckford 
3rd place – Jennise Carr 

 

Most improved for the year – Carol Connolly 

 

Winner of the Kev McCane Memorial Perpetual 

Trophy for highest Overall Points for the year - Deb Ford 

 
 
 
 

To all these winners, a huge  

 
Congratulations and Well Done! 

 
 

 

 

Fabulous 

work! Our prize-winners together with President Sue 
Mayer-Miller 
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Recap – Events during November 
 
 
Darren Leal Workshops – 5, 6 & 7 November. 
 
While this was not a workshop organized and run by our Mackay Camera Group, a few of our members 
attended sessions over the weekend.  Some good reviews were given, and here is a quote from Jeff Jones 
on his experience of the event. 

 
Yesterday, I and several other photography nutters, spent the day with the legendary 
landscape and nature photographer Darren Leal and his son Fraser Leal, firstly down at 
Lamberts Beach, then after lunch at Creative Shot’s meeting room.  I’ve done several one 
day workshops with different pro photographers over the last few years, but this one far 
exceeded all the others put together!  His knowledge and hands on experience is 
phenomenal as is his ability to communicate those skills to us lesser mortals!  Thanks very 
much Darren and Fraser for a great day!!  Cheers.”    

Thank you to Heather Atkinson - our Workshop Coordinator for the year who has done an amazing job of 
organizing and putting together a great variety of different activities, styles of photography and outings for 
us to have enjoyed throughout the year.  We have really appreciated your efforts Heather, so take a bow, 
and accept our deep appreciation of your hard work!   

 
 

During December we celebrate with  
 

Elaine Nicolson on 1st 
Damian Walls on 2nd 
Sarah Brown on 8th 

  
 
 

 

 

The following ladies celebrate in January, and 
we also wish you both a very Happy Birthday 
 
Belinda Eckford on 20th January 
Heather Atkinson on 24th January 
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Workshop –18/11/21 
A Night on the Town with your Camera. 
 
Heather and Deb organized for us to meet at Blue Water Quay at 5:30pm, and off we set to capture the 
beauty of the night in downtown Mackay.  We wandered down to see the pilons on the edge of the river 
where the old buildings have been demolished.  One intrepid member clambered down, quite easily as it 
turned out, to get a different perspective right on the water’s edge at low tide, while the rest of us admired 
her agility from the top of the bank! 
 
Next we headed into town in search of somewhere that we could all eat together, as we waited for the 
evening to become dark.  This took a bit of walking, but we ended up at Sorbello’s where we all enjoyed 
conversation while we waited for our meals.  Then we wandered around the city capturing images that 
took our fancy, and practiced taking light trails.  There was quite a lack of traffic in town at that time of 
night, so that was not easy to achieve.   
 
We found a dark spot in a laneway, and Deb produced some coloured Christmas lights that she spun 
around for us to capture the light trails.  Lots of experimenting with different settings to achieve a good 
result, and as this was a new technique for many of us, we took quite a few goes before we had success.  
Thanks also to John Blesses who guided us with settings, and also for continuing to spin the lights to make 
more magic!  Thank you so much to Heather, Deb and John for your contributions to making this a very 
successful final workshop for the year. 

 

 
 

Photo credits:  
Heather Atkinson – City Scape 
Jennise Carr – Forgan bridge 
Sharon Anderson – light painting 
Heather Atkinson – our climber 
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Christmas Celebration and Dinner – 

 9th December  
 

What a great night of celebration we enjoyed together.  The venue was ideal to 

allow us to socialise nicely  over our meal, as well as having a fabulous outlook 

over the marina.  After a scrumptious meal, Sue shared some statistics of number 

of images submitted for the year.  See this chart on page below.  Then awards were handed out to our 

deserving awardees.  Carmen was lucky enough to win the Lucky Door Prize as well as her trophy for her 

great camera skills!  Thanks to the great staff at the Breakwater for taking care of our every need.    

 

Here are a few pictures, courtesy of Caine Batley.   
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And a few more courtesy of Sue Mayer-Miller 
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For those who like Statistics, here are some details of the number of images submitted 
for the year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Judges for 2022 

 

SOME STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 

2021 

    Number 

of 

Images 

Gold Silver Bronze   %Gold %Silver %Bronze 

A 

Grade 

  383 89 173 121   23.2% 45.2% 31.6% 

B 

Grade  

  192 55 85 52   28.6% 44.3% 27.1% 

TOTAL   575 144 258 173   25.0% 44.9% 30.1% 

Photos uploaded 10th of For Meeting in Judge Location Notes 

     
January February Fran McFadzen Yeppoon  

February March Fran Cross Hervey Bay  

March April Simon Cox Rockhampton  

April May Carmen Hunn Maryborough  

May June  Terry Power Cairns  

June July Nev Male Sunshine 
Coast 

 

July August Maureen Carthy Townsville Black & White/ or 
monochrome only 

August September  Gang Wei Mt Gravatt  

September October Tina Dial Ipswich  

October November Max Walters Kingaroy  

November December John Blessas Mackay  

     
Reserve  Cheryl Eagers Mackay  
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Photo of the Month - A Grade 
 

Joint Winners  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations – Sue Mayer-Miller 
‘It’s Under the Hat’ 

 

Joint Photo of the Month 
– A Grade 

Thanks to our Judge this month John 
Blessas for judging both A and B Grades.  

Congratulations – Deb Ford 
‘Well Hello There’ 

 

Joint Photo of the Month 
– A Grade 
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Photo of the Month – B Grade 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Congratulations - Carmen Blackburn 
‘Curly Floating Leaf’ 

 

Photo of the Month – B Grade 
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Photo Judging – Gold A Grade 

Congratulations – Susan Teder 
‘Beach Find’ 

Awarded Gold – A Grade 
 
 

A GRADE PHOTO 
JUDGING RESULTS 

December 2021 
 

Gold 
Deb Ford x 4 joint POM 
Susan Teder x 2 
Sue Mayer-Miller 

joint POM 
Lynnie Hutchins  

 
Silver 

   Jeff Jones x 3 
David Blackburn x 3 
Heather Atkinson x 3 
Susan Teder x 2 
Sue Mayer-Miller x 2 
Lynnie Hutchins x2 
 
Bronze  
Jeff Jones 
David Blackburn 
Sue Mayer-Miller 
Heather Atkinson 
Lynnie Hutchins 

Congratulations – Deb Ford 
‘Fine Tuning’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – Sue Mayer-Miller 
‘It’s Under the Hat’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade & joint POM 
 

Congratulations – Lynnie Hutchins 
‘Instant Headache’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – Deb Ford 

‘Lost in Thought’ 
 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
 

Congratulations – Deb Ford 
‘Watching’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Congratulations – Deb Ford 
‘Well Hello There’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade & joint POM 
 

Congratulations – Susan Teder 
‘Yellow Spiral’ 

 

Awarded Gold – A Grade  
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Photo Judging – Gold B Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

B GRADE  
PHOTO JUDGING 

RESULTS 
December 2021 

 

Gold 
Carmen Blackburn x2 
POM 
Caine Batley x2 
Kirsten Brighton x2 
Jennise Carr x2 
Belinda Eckford  
 
Silver 
Janene Franklin x4 
Belinda Eckford x3 
Carmen Blackburn x2  
Caine Batley x2 
Kirsten Brighton  
Carol Connolly  
 
Bronze 
Carol Connolly x3 
Jennise Carr x2 
Kirsten Brighton  
 

Congratulations – Kirsten Brighton 
‘Budding Beauty’ 

 

Awarded Gold – B Grade  
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Congratulations Belinda 
Eckford  

‘Life is Roses’ 
 

Awarded Gold – B Grade  
 

Congratulations – Carmen Blackburn 
‘Curly Floating Leaf’ 

 

Awarded Gold – B Grade & POM 
 



18 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Congratulations – Carmen 
Blackburn 

‘Planets Aligned’  
 

Awarded Gold – B Grade  
 

Congratulations – Jennise Carr 
‘Protecting Preciousness  

 

Awarded Gold – B Grade  
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Congratulations – Caine Batley 
‘Serenity’  

 

Awarded Gold – B Grade  
 

Congratulations –Jennise Carr 
‘Taking Turns’ 

Awarded Gold – B Grade  
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Congratulations – Kirsten 
Brighton 

‘Red Floral’ 
 

Awarded Gold – B Grade  
 

Congratulations – Caine Batley 
‘Silent Sentinals’ 

 

Awarded Gold – B Grade  
 


