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Mackay Camera Group Inc. 

EXPOSURE     September 2019 

President’s Messages 

Hello everyone, 

You will be aware that after Jeff’s resignation as President of the 

club, I have been appointed as President until the next Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) early next year. I feel very honoured to have 

taken on the role and I extend a huge “Thank You” to Jeff for having 

filled the role until now.  

The Mini PSQ Convention has come and gone, and what a great 

weekend it was. Thanks, must go to a number of people who have 

worked tirelessly behind the scenes, in particular Heather, Karen, 

Kathleen and Lenore. 

The Mini PSQ Convention will be a great lead up to the State-wide 

PSQ in May 2020. Information regarding the 2020 event can be 

found on the website https://psq2020.com/ 

Our annual Photo Exhibition in October at the Gordon White Library 

will be a highlight again this year. I know that the public really do 

appreciate seeing some of our images on display and last year we 

received many complimentary comments. Indeed, it was seeing the 

exhibition two years ago that inspired me to join the club. 

There’s only a few months left until our end of year dinner & awards 

night in December which should be a fun night.  

Happy snapping everyone. 

Cheers, 

Sue Mayer-Miller, Vice President 
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SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS 

Mini PSQ Convention – 14/15 September 2019 

Well what can one say, the convention was a great success with a good variety of 

guest speakers sharing their knowledge and enthusiasm. Wanda Craswell’s 

presentations on both days was very inspiring, showcasing her amazing landscape 

images and some tools of the trade. Fran McFadzen’s tips and hints on making our 

photos more creative was a great hit with attendees, some even considering taking 

up the 365 challenge that Fran spoke about. Sue Gordon certainly got the room 

buzzing with her presentation on ‘when art and photography collide’ with the 

audience being very engaged on the subject. Sue’s other presentation on the 

dreaded crop monster was also very interesting. The exercise on critiquing of images 

lead by John Blessas was a good way to demonstrate how judging is very subjective 

and how opinions can differ between judges. Daryl Wright finished off the afternoon 

on Saturday with a bit of a history lesson on buildings built in the Mackay region, 

heritage listed and art deco buildings. Last but not least Sunday’s session saw our 

own local bird photographer Leigh de Wit share his hints and tips on capturing our 

best bird images. Leigh’s last slide show certainly showed us the rather funny side of 

snapping birds in the wild.  More information to following at our next monthly 

meeting. (Images below by John Pickup) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Long Exposure Workshop – 17 October 2019 

This workshop will be presented by Jeff Jones in the Sarina Room, Jubilee Centre 

commencing at 7pm.  An outing will follow on the 20 October, location yet to be 

advised.  

  

  

https://mackayshow.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Photography-Schedule-2019.pdf
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2019 Schedule of Meetings and Events 
April 18 No workshop due to Easter 

May 2 Monthly Meeting and Photo Judging 

May 13 Executive Meeting 

May 16 Workshop – Preparing & mounting images for the Mackay Show - $5 
fee 

June 6 Monthly Meeting and Photo Judging – Quarter Club theme - Black & 
White 50mm 

June 7 Entries close 4.00pm 2019 Mackay Show 

June 11 Executive Meeting 

June 13 Judging of 2019 Mackay Show 

June 18/19/20 Mackay Show 

July 4 Monthly Meeting and Photo Judging 

July 18 Macro Workshop presented by John Blessas – Jubilee Centre 

July 20 Creative Shots Photo Club Inc One Day Workshop – Jubilee Centre 

July 21 2.00pm meet at Mackay Botanic Gardens to practice our macro 
photography 

July 25 Debrief Meeting 2019 Mackay Show, 7pm Jubilee Centre 

August 1 Monthly Meeting and Photo Judging, 7pm Jubilee Centre 

August 15 Long Exposure Workshop presented by Jeff Jones, 7pm Jubilee Centre 

August 18 Long Exposure Outing – venue to be advised 

5 September  Monthly Meeting and Photo Judging – Quarter Club Theme - Wildlife 

7 September “The Art of Storytelling” Adam Williams Photography /Easy Way 
Photography Workshop 

September 14/15 Mini PSQ Convention hosted by Mackay Camera Group 

Month of October Exhibition at Gordon White Library 

October 3 Monthly Meeting and Photo Judging 

October 17 Long Exposure Workshop presented by Jeff Jones 

October 20 Outing to be advised 

November 7 Monthly Meeting and Photo Judging 

November 21 Workshop to be advised 

November 24 Outing to be advised 

December 5 Monthly Meeting and Photo Judging 

December 12 Christmas Dinner and Trophy Presentation 
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Digital Competitions 

We are providing links to various competitions that come to our notice. Please read all 

terms and conditions to ensure you are happy with the copyright information as to what 

happens to your image once submitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Photography runs free monthly competitions, with a new theme each month.  

Find out more here.  

We Are Australian Photography Awards  

Entries are now open until 2 September 2019. More entry information here. 

 

Capture the weather photo competition - Submit your vision of Australia’s diverse weather to 

the Bureau of Meteorology Australian Weather Calendar photo competition, and your 

image could feature in Australia’s bestselling weather calendar!   More information here. 

Check out Digital Photography Challenge for 

some very interesting themes and images in this 

truly international competition.  Sign up for FREE 

and participate. 

A new theme every week. For more information follow the link  Photo Friday Competition 

http://www.australianphotography.com/yafphotocompetition/free-monthly-competition
https://www.australianphotographyawards.com.au/entry-info/
http://www.bom.gov.au/calendar/contest/
http://www.dpchallenge.com/
https://www.camerahouse.com.au/competition
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Buy, Swap and Sell 
If you have any gear to buy, swap or sell, please contact the Club and we will include it in the 

next newsletter.  

 

Monthly Judging of Images for September 

A grade images this month were judged by PSQA Accredited Judge, Cheryl Eagers. 

Over the past decade and more Cheryl has developed a keen interest in photography. She 

has many years of practicing her skills both in the field and on the computer and is an active 

member of Creative Shots Photo Club in Mackay.  

In 2009 she completed her Masters of Contemporary Arts (Visual Arts). Her photography 

reflects what she loves most, creating photography graphic art from her many landscapes 

and flower photography. Cheryl’s photography goal is to escort you to your place, a place 

where your heart feels the most beautiful. 

A big thank you to Cheryl for judging this month’s images. 

 

 

Nature Photographer of the Year – Entries 

have now closed for 2019.  The 2020 

Competition will be just around the corner, 

this might be a good opportunity to start 

working on your images now. 

Photo review Magazine run regular 

competitions. For more information, here is 

the link: 

https://www.photoreview.com.au/competi

tions/photo-challenge/ 

https://naturephotographeroftheyear.com.au/
https://naturephotographeroftheyear.com.au/
https://www.photoreview.com.au/competitions/photo-challenge/
https://www.photoreview.com.au/competitions/photo-challenge/
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Photo Judging Results - September 

           

          

 

             

          

 

  

B GRADE 6x4 

Gold 

Jennise 

Sue M-M (2) 

John (2) 

Debbie 

 

Silver 

Debbie  

Jennise 
 
 
 
 

B GRADE Large 

Gold 

John 

Jennise 

Don (2) 

Sue M-M (2) 

Debbie (2) 

 

Silver 
Don (2) 

Jennise 

John 

 

 

 

Photo of the Month – 6x4 

Old Bottles – John Pickup 

Photo of the Month – Large 

Morning Walk- Sue Mayer-Miller 
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A GRADE 

GOLD 

Kathleen B (1) 

SILVER 

Jeff J (2) 

Heather A (3) 

BRONZE 

Kathleen B (5) 

Jeff J (4) 

Heather A (1) 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

A GRADE 

Gold 

Lenore (2) 

Kathleen (4) 

Heather  

 

Silver 

Lynnie  

Lenore (2) 

Jeff  

Heather (3) 

Inge (2) 

 

Bronze 

Lynnie (2) 

Inge (2) 

Jeff (3) 

 

  

 

Photo of the Month   

Dreaming Drongo - Lenore Hansen 

Photo of the Month   

Old Barn – Kathleen Brand 
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Gold Images September Judging 

Below are member’s images awarded Gold in both A Grade and B Grade.  

 

 

 

 

B Grade – Gold Award 

Anyone for Chess – Sue Mayer-Miller 

B Grade – Gold Award 

Golden Time – Debbie Ford 

B Grade – Gold Award 

Christmas Bell – Don Harvey 
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B Grade – Gold Award 

Pink Rose - Jennise Carr  

B Grade – Gold Award 

Posing Pelican – Debbie Ford 

B Grade – Gold Award 

Spiderman – Don Harvey 
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B Grade – Gold Award 

Feather – Jennise Carr 

A Grade – Gold Award 

Pretty in Pink – Kathleen Brand 

A Grade – Gold Award 

Sound of Music – Kathleen Brand 
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A Grade – Gold Award 

My Shadow – Lenore Hansen 

A Grade – Gold Award 

Waiting for Mail – Heather Atkinson 

A Grade – Gold Award 

This is Mine – Kathleen Brand 
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PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS 

Hey there! 

 

Composition is a very large topic for a photographer. 

 

I mean, we all start out with something like the rule of thirds or breaking it. But what other easy-to-

understand guidelines can you fall back on? 

 

Let me tell you one that almost always results in a better shot if you get it right. 

 

Backgrounds. 

 

If you can nail them, they will make almost any shot pop a lot more. 

 

How so? 

 

Well, let’s go through a few “tricks of the trade” that a lot of photographers fall back on.  

• Macro - A lot of macro photographers carry colourful pieces of cardboard in their packs that 
they can put behind bugs or flowers to get that background really kicking. 

• Street - A classic trick of the street photographer is to find a great background FIRST and 
then wait for somebody interesting to walk in front of it. 

• Portrait - Almost every portrait photographer throws the background out of focus to isolate 
their subject and make the image pop. 

• Backdrops - There is a whole multi-million-dollar industry in photographic backdrops just 
so people can have a good background to their main subject. 

I am telling you, if you get your background right, it makes things a LOT easier. And the great thing is 

that this tip is so simple.  But it works. 

 

There are a heap of little composition tricks like this one that experienced photographers come to 

rely on regularly. 

 

To get a few more and go beyond the rule of thirds, take a look at Photzy's guide to the topic. 

 

Cheers, 

Rob, Light Stalking 

   

For those who love their cats, this may assist with taking better photographs of them.  

9 Tips for taking better photographs of cats.  

 
 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=CK9bG&m=3mB.94tqb..ZkL9&b=pxgzXIvNVVNURGOZRlgsfA
https://digital-photography-school.com/9-tips-taking-better-photos-cats/

